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REPORT. 



During the past year, the operations of this Society have been 
conducted upon a much more extended scale than before. This 
Mrill account satisfactorily, we trust, not only for the largei' expen- 
diture, which will be reported by your Treasurer, but also for th^ 
debt unavoidably incurred, for the payment of which we must ap- 
peal to your further generosity* 

According to the statement of the Office Agent, our sales have 
exceeded two thousand dollars ; besides which there has been a 
considerable amount of gratuitous distributions. No one measure 
has been more promotive of our objects, than the establishment of 
this Office, it has become the centre of intercourse, and the me- 
dium of communication for those, who are co-operating with us. 
Indeed, it is the local habitation of the Society. We trust its 
value and importance are so justly appreciated, that we need not 
piiead for its continuance. 

Soon after the kst anniversary, provision was made for the sup- 
port of a gentleman, who would devote himself wholly to the 
Society, as its General Agent and Corresponding Secretary — the 
business of the Society having become sufficiently laborious to 
require the devotion of an individual's whole time to the duties of 
this department. The present incumbent commenced his services 
on the 1st of April. About the same time, the Rev. C. P. 
Grosvenor of Salem, was appointed assistant Agent for six months. 
At the expiration of that term, it was thought advisable to secure 
his valuable assistance until the end of the year. Both of these 
gentlemen have labored, as they have had opportunity and were 
able, in various parts of this and several adjoining States, with 
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good success almost everywhere, for they have seldom failed to 
gather largo and attentive atidiences, wherever they have proposed 
to lecture. 

Our cause has also heen very much advanced in Massachusetts 
hy the efforta of Rev. Amos A. Plielps, Agent of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, and of Mr. George Thompson, respecting 
whom we shall have miich more to say in another part of our Re- 
port. Besides the gentlemen already named, we are indehted to 
Mr. C. C. Burleigh, Rev. Orange Scott, Rev. Shipley W. Wilson, 
and Rev. P. R. Russell, for occasional but very valuable services. 
By these living voices, the claims of our enslaved countrymen 
have been urged upon many thousands of the ciiizens of Massa- 
chusetts, while other faithful friends of the suffering and dumb, 
have been as diligent and useful in their behalf witi' their eloquent 
pens. 

The Liberator, which, though not indeed the official organ of 
any Soci'.'ty, must be acknowledged the most efficient instrument 
of the Abolitionists, has greatly enlarged the range of its circula- 
tion and influence ; and has continued to speak in its accustomed 
tone of strength and courage. In one particular it is distinguished 
from all, and above all papers of this or any other age. Its col- 
umns are wide open to its worst opposers. The Editor even takes 
pains to lay before its readers whatever objections are urged 
against his principles, and whatever arguments are adduced in 
their support. " Judge between me and mine adversaries," is the 
invitation given in every number of the paper. There is a fairness 
and fearlessness in this course, that deserves high commendation. 
It shows in the Editor a consciousness of power in himself, and in 
the principles he propounds and advocates. 

We often hear the complaint, that the columns of the Liberator 
are sullied by needless and provoking personalities, stiliour at- 
tachment to the p&:peT was never strong^".' than it is now, nor our 
confidence higher in the singleness, purity and power of its un- 
compromising Editor, pur daily growing acquaintance with Mr. 
Garrison reveals to us new proofs, that he regards no man with 
the feelings of a personal enemy. But he has so identified him- 
self with the cause he has espoused, that he ihay ofteii seem to 
others to be influenced by personal feeling, in what he^ writes 
against its opposers. He " remembers them that are in bonds, 
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as bound with them." He fcols for ihom as his brethren. Their 
chains have entered into bis soul ; and, we believe, iic speaks ll'or 
them, and as they would, if they had the power, and were permit- 
ted to give utterance to their thoughts. It is because be has, thus 
put himself in their stead, and is willing to be crushed with them, 
if he cannot break their yoke, that we respect and love him. 
Many there are in this community, who are sensitive enough, when, 
anything is said that may affect the reputation or feelings of oue, 
who may be inhaling with every breath the air of liberty, and 
basking in the sunlight of popular favor, \vhose rights are secured, 
and who is able to defend himself. Mr. Garrison is as sensitive, 
when be hears anything said prejudicial to the cause of the poor, 
despised, down-trodden one, who has none to help him. He is 
very jealous for the slave. . For this we respect, we love him . 
This is the source of his severity, and in this too is the secret of 
his power. He is one of those to whom contemporaries never do 
justice. Posterity will highly appreciate him. The general 
strain of his writings must exalt him among the friends of civil and* 
religious liberty. That liberty is in peril, sore peril in our land. 
The greatest evils are struggling for perpetuity here, and can only 
be broken down by great power. " Interests of infinity moment 
are at stake, and be is to be admired for binding himself to tbem, 
with the whole energy of his mind, and for defending them whh 
fervor and vehemetwe. We must not mistake Christian be- 
nevolence, as if it had but one voice, that of soft entreaty. It 
can speak in piercing and awful tones. There is constantly ^ing 
on in our world a conflict between good and evd. The cause of 
hunian nature has always to wrestle with foes." Never has it en- 
countered more determined enemies than in this country, at ibis 
time. The greatest victory in the cause of human nature is, ye<, 
to be achieved in this Republic. It may have lo be won by tb© 
severest struggle. But won it must, it will be. The spirit of the 
age and the spirit of the Almighty assure our spirits that it shall be 
won. " Men gifted with great power of thought and language, 
and loftiness of sentiment," like Mr. Garrison, ** are especially 
summoned to the conflict. They hear, as it were, in their own 
magnaniiniiy, and generous aspirations, the voice of a divinity ; 
and thus comraii^sioned, and burning with a passionate devotion tv 
truth and freedoms they must and will speak with an indignant en- 
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ergy, and they pughi not to be measured by the standard of ordi- 
nary minds, in ordinary times. Mpn of natural softness and timid- 
ity, of a sincere but efFeminale virtue^ will be apt to look on these 
bolder, hardier spirits, as violent, perturbed, and uncharitable j and 
the charge will not be wholly groundless. But that deep feeling 
of evils, which is necessary to effectual conflict loiih them, and 
which marks God^s most poioerful messengers to manJcind^ cannot 
breathe itself in soft and tender accents. The deeply moved soul 
will apeak strongly, and ought to speak so as to move and shake 
nations." 

Those who have read Dr. Channing's brilliant and much ad- 
mired review of Milton's character and writings, will perceive that 
we have appropriated to our purpose, in the foregoing paragraph, 
what he has offered in palliation, if not apology, for " the 
pai ly spirit, coarse invective, and controversial asperity," of that 
great champion of freedom, of whom he elsewhere says, " Milton 
we should rank among seraphs." Surely the faults of a seraph 
taay be forgiven in a man. 

Twenty societies, or more, have been formed auxiliary to this 
since our last Anniversary. Five of them are of females. Our 
ojpposers affect to sneer at their co-operation. But we welcome, 
we are grateful for it. The influence of women never was, never 
will be insignificant, it is dreaded by those, who would be 
thought to contemn it. Men have always been eager to secure 
their c6-6peraiion. In those emergencies, that bave^^ried men's 
souls, women have always borne their part well. Honorable 
mention is made of many, who toiled and suffered with the Sa- 
vior and th(? Apostles, for the redemption of the world. Not a 
few there were, in the perilous times of the Reformation, who 
stood side by side with those, who dared to defy a power, that 
bad well nigh subjugated the whole of Christendom. The hands 
of our Pilgrim Fathers, too, were strengthened, and their hearts 
encouraged, by the presence and the fortitude of their women. 
Our American revolution was not achieved by men alone. Their 
wives and daughters partook of their hardshTps, and animated 
them to persist in the enterprise. In England, women were 
among the earliest, the latest, the most untiring, uncompromi- 
sing promoters of the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; and 
were even more conspicuous in those recent efforts of philan- 
thropy, which have effected the emancipation of eight hun- 



dred thousand in the British West India Islanitls. Wo hail it 
therefore, as most auspicious of our success, that so many faithful 
and zealous women have espoused the Anti-Slavery cause in 
this Republic. Events of the past year have proved that those, 
who have associated themselves with us, will bo helpmates 
indeeci j for they are animated, by a spirit that can brave danger, 
endon? hardship, and face a frowning world. 

Would that there were time for us to speak, as qur feelings 
dictate, and truth would justify, of our numerous fellow laborers 
in various parts of the country ; Birney and Weld and Wattles 
and Thome in Ohio — and Tappan and Stuart and Wright and 
Greene and Jay and Smith in New York — and Gould in Penn- 
sylvania — and Phelps and Goodell and Potter and Stanton now 
in Rhode Island, and Storrs in New Hampshire, and Murray in 
Vermont, — and Thurston and Rand in Maine — and many very 
many more, who deserve to be had in everlasting remembrance 
for their steadfastness and zeal in this most unpopular, but most 
righteous cause. It will be necessary for us, however^ to confine 
ourselves to the statistics of the cause iii Mas3achusetts alone, and 
;to indulge only in general observations upon the leading events of 
the year, that has just gone , with its momentous account. 

But we may not thus/4xcuse ourselves from making special 
mention of the services of- one,, now we trust breathing again the 
air of bis native land, whence he came to this country, at the 
invitation of this society, to raise his voice of strength, and exert 
his various, and surpassing talents, for the relief of suffering men. 
Mr. Thompson , has been the chief speaker among many who 
have spoken well, and has labored more abundantly than any of 
those, who have abounded most in this work of the Lord. He has 
labored with us and for us in a manner and a measure, that have 
given an impulse to the Anti- Slavery cause, .which will be felt to 
the last. It flows and will keep flowing on. He, poured himself 
out like water; and the wonder of all who heard himt was, that 
his stream of facts, and arguments, and illustrations and appeals, 
seemed to be never din? Inished, but still ' gushed forth 8S from a 
fountain, ever full and overflowing. He performed, while here, 
an amount of service, as we have elsewhere said, the narrative of 
which would be regarded by many as an incredible tale. The 
remembrance of his energy, zeal, and alacrity in the work he ms 
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sent lo do, villi novor be oiTuced ; and we hope it will incite us to 
constantly increasing diligGnce. Ho came to us as highly commen- 
ded as he could bo, by the" Christian philanthropists of England. 
And he returns to them with our united testimony, that he has amply 
redeemed the pledges they gave as. He has shown himself to be 
thoroughly furnished for his office. And he has in no case com- 
promised the Christian characlor of his mission.* We cannot 
find words to express our shame for the ineffable liieanness 
of our opposers, who, unable to answer his arguments or to 
withstand bis appealr. were eager to drive the highly gifted phi- 
lanthropist Jrom the country, by insult, calumny and. violent as- 
saults upon his person. They have effected their purpose. Bat 
we weep rather for them, than for him. 

The past year has been prolific of events, that have gone to 
establish the charges, which the Abolitionists have alleged against 
our country ; have satisfied us, that we have " laid the axe to the 
root of the tree" of evil, which has so long been diffusing its 
poison throughout our borders j events that have revealed the im- 
portantife already attained by the Anti-Slavery enterprise, in the 
Regard of the whole nation j and such as we think, should encour- 
age us to persevere in our vFor!;, still putting our trust, and hope 
of success, wholly in the truth and the gracie of Almighty God. 
We shall comment upon as many t>f them, as a due regard to the 
other exercises of this occasion will permit — being guided in our 
course more by the order of time, than of the relative importance 
of the events, we shall notice. 

In this order, the formation of « the American Union for the 
relief and improvement of the colored race," comes first. What 
gave birth to it? What but the conviction that the claims of that 
down-trodden people were to be no longer get at naught, or disre- 
garded ? A number of highly respectable gentlemen, prominent 
in the administration of ecclesiastical matters, perceived that Sla- 
very had come to be a subject of so much concernment, both in and 
out of lhe"church, that it would not do to overlook it any longer. 
The despised Abolitionists had made a d6ep impression upon the 
public mind. They had exposed the delusion of Colonization, to 

* If any ore in doubt on titfise points, we «efet them to our statement respect- 
ing him publiahed in the Liberator of Dec. 6, the Boston Courier of Deo. 17, 
and the Daily Advoeate oi Dec. 31,1835. 



whidi "the wise and prudfeni" had given their countenance and 
fiid 1^ ixnd thousands who liad promoted that project with the un- 
feigned desirb therehj to afford relief to our oppressed country- 
rhqn, heing now undeceived, were turning their energies and their 
pi*ayers, to the advancement of our simple and most vighieous en- 
deavor to break at once the yoke of bpndage. After an announce-* 
ment of several weeks, a Oonvention called by a number of these 
respectable men, who, we were told, "acted as a commil- 
teei of a much larger body of gentlemen,* who had been for some , 
time considering the subject," assembled in Boston, Janyary X4th, 
1835. But what to do they seemed not to know. • They were 
afraid to admit into their counsels men who were not of their sort. 
They dared not to allow a free discussion of priaciples. They 
thought it inexpedient to denounce Slave-holding as a sin, vvhich 
ought to be immediately abandoned. And so, after a day's de- 
liberation, they formed an elective associaiion for the purpose of 
" convincing American citizens," of what we are conlinuaUy told ^ 
by our opposers, they are already convinced, " that {\ie system of 
Slavery in this country is wrong, and ought to be universally 
abandoned." - ^ 

It was obvious at a glance, that the institutioa could have .no, 
moral energy, for it was based upon no definite, high and life- , 
giving principle. The formers of it seemed to be actuated more 
by a regard to the assumed right of the slave-holder, than to t^e 
birth-right of man-— and to crave permission to advocate the 
' cause of injured and insulted humanity, rather than to insist, upon 
it as a duty so to do, from which they could not he excused by , 
their consciences, or >God. The Union seems not yet to have 
done anything. It may never do anything. But this attemjpt to 
form a new naitonaZ organization for the benefit of the colored 
population, made by such men, and at such a time, is regarded as 
a most exprecsive acknowledgment that something must be done.. 
It therefore helps to arrest and fasten public attention upon this 
toojong'neglected claim of a common humanity j and will help,- 
we trust, to bring many minds to discern' the simple truth for, 
which we contend, and induce them to contend with us for the, 
truth, that the first thing to be done for the improvement. of l^iese, 
subjects of our cotr>miseration, is to procure from individuals and 

" See the Recorder. 
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comcnimhies the recognition of their r ight to improvement — yes 
to as high an improvement of their physical, mental and moral 
conditibh, OS they may be ohlo to attain by the unembarrassed 
exercise of the faculties God hns given them. The recognition 
of this right would bci the immediate and entire abolition of Sla- 
very at the South T~ and at the North it would at once open for 
tltem the way to enjoy all the privileges of men, on the sam^ cpn-, 
- ditions with otners. 

in February last, our hearts were gladdened by a voice for the 
slave from the midst of the Legislators of the land. Often had 
Congress been entreated to hear the cries, and regard the wrongs 
of the six thousand that are suffering a cruel bondage, within its. 
own excli^siye jurisdiction. Year after year, our petitions had been 
referred to the Comrtiittee oh the District of Columbia, by whom 
they were forthwith consigned lo oblivion. But last February, 
eeveral petitidns were presented, and a' motion was made that a 
special Committee be appointed to consider thein. The House 
reifused so to dispose of them. A member then moved that they 
be laid ujpon the table, and that they be printed. This gave rise 
to a'vehement discussion, in the course of which the evils and the 
sin of slaveholding where spoken of in a tone of righteous abhor- 
rence. Mr. Dickson, of New- York, especially distinguished him- 
self. Sieveral southern gentlem nn spoke with great warmth, and 
in their remarks made it plain that serious apprehensions are en- 
tertained throughout the South, of the effect of discussion. They 
endeaivored,' as their manner is, to browheat the northern mem- 
bers into silence. But no men will resort to intimidation, who are 
. confident of the goodness of their cause, or of their ability to 
make a successful defence. They evidently dreaded investiga- 
tion, and were determined, if possible, to quench the spirit of in- 
tjuiry. But they might as well attempt to quench the light, or to 
iirrest the advance of Spring. Every thing they said in the course 
' of the debate only confirmed us in the persuasion, that we must 
persist until, we get the subject of slavery fully before Congress. 
No measure will be more effectual to diffuse information, and en- 
kindle thought and feeling throughout the land. Congress is as 
the central sun. It sends light and warmth to the extremities of 
the system which revolves about it. The considerations, which 
will lead to the aboUtion of this horrible institution in the District, 
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win bear with equal weight against it in every other part of our" 
country. At the same time wo overthrow the system 'hero, wo 
shall heave the foundation of it everywhere. This our southern 
brethren see, and, therefore, Uill "ihey resist all attempts of Con- 
gress to act upon the siihject, ay, even to entertain a petition. But 
they must be given to understand, that we see this result of the ac- 
tion of Congress as clearly as they tlo j and for this very reasoti, 
among "others, shall never give over our endeavor to induce pur 
National Legislature to remove slavery froni whhin their own ju- 
risdiction. 

Some there are, perhaps many, who suppose that (Jongresa 
cannot interfere with this abomination, which' stands in q11 its hid- 
eousness within the very purlieus of the Capitol, because of some 
conditions which they have heard or imagined the States of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland prescribed, in the cession of the District, by 
which Congress is precluded from, all action in the premises. ,B«t 
the history of that transaction does not inform us of any such con- 
ditions. The only article in " the Act of cession," which pro- 
scribes any limitations to the possession thereby given, of the Dis- 
trict, to Congress, or any limitations to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
Congress, is the third, which reads as follows — " Frovided, that 
nothing herein contained, shall be construed to ve^t in the United 
States any right of property in the soil, or to affect the righia of 
individuals thereiny^ (i, e. in the soil) " otherwise than the same 
shall or may be transferred by such individuals to the United 
States."* We have also the opinions of sonde of our ablest dvil- 
ians, tha^ the institution of slavery in the District is; within 
the power of Congress to control, regulate, or abolish it. Nor do 
we see how u would have been constitutional for .C«mgress to 
accede to any such condition, as is supposed to have been pre- 
scribed, seeing the language of the Constitution is so explicit and / 
imperative — that it " shall have exclusive jurisdietion in all ernes 
whatsoever.^' 

If, however, it shall be decided by the authorized expounders 
of the Constitution, that such a limhation was put up(Hi the pdWer' 
of Congress^ in this particular, by the Act of cession or in any 
other way, then, we trust, the Abolitionists will forthwith pethioii 
that the Seat of Government be removed to some portioo of opr 
* See iBarch's Digest, p. 214. 



13 



IaIu|/^that is not defiled by an, established system of outrage upon 
tliQ very principles, which our nation prpfe^se^ before all men to 
' revere and maintain. 

In February or March last, an exposure was made of a pro- 
ceeding,. by certain gentlemen of high standing in one of our re- 
ligious denominiationsj that savors not a little of a. spirit of dom- 
ination, to which we fervently pray the Christians in this land may 
neveir be brought to submit. On the 31st of December, 1833, 
the " Board of Baptist ministers, in and near London," addressed 
a letter to " the Pastors and Ministers of the Baptist Denomina- 
tion, throughout the United States," and sent it under cover to tho 
3.ed^ret^vy of t,he " Baptist Board of Foreign Missions." Accord- 
ing td its address, it ought forthwith to have been communicated, 
in the most practicable manner, to the whole body, of Christians of 
that large ^nd wide spread denomination in the couhtry . But it 
was kept concealed, until it was brought to light, more than a year 
afterwards, through the medium of an English periodical, li was 
thus displospd, that instead of giving free course to the excellent 
letter bf the London Board, that it might be glorified in going 
-througb our guilty land, and do whnc good It could, certain ones in 
Boston, prqbably men of * influence and standing, suppressed it. 
Oatlie 1st of September, 1834, eight months after the letter was 
. written, probably six after it was received, the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions took upon themselves to reply, and to keep both 
the letter, ana the reply concealed from " the generality " of their 
brethren. 

We have iaot room to comment upon this high-handed measure, 
as it' deserye§. The epistle of th?' English brethren was evident- 
ly dictated by the generous spirit of the gospel — that spirit, whinh 
cannot be restricted by geographical boundaries or political divis- 
ions r- that spirit which would lead men to go out into all the 
earth, preaching deliverance to the captives, giving light to them 
that are sitting in darkness, and pouring the balm of consolation 

* Surely, .if Congress cannot legislate upon the subject of slavery in the Dis- 
trict, then is the predicament of the slaves there, worse than it would be any' 
whore else. For it will not b6 pretended, that the Legislatures of Virginia or 
Maryland can emancipate them; so that they would be beyond the teach of any 
legislation. It were better then to return them to the governmeiits, from under 
wbic^ they, were taken, and which, we trust, would in due tinie be impelled, 
by an awa^ned public sentiment, to set them free. 
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iqto every wounded heart. It told, in the simploBt mqflner, of the 
success, that had crowned their eflforis for the abolition of B. W, 
India slavery ; and affectionutely bcBOiighl their brethren in Amer- 
ica to resort to the same measnroB, which had been so signally 
blessed in England, and rely upon the same grace to help them 
It exhorted them to expose the sinfulness of filaveliolding to 
c!3al faithfully wiib it, as with any oilier prevailing iniquity, leaving 
the commercial and political bedrings of the question to such as 
might be conperned in them. What an opportunity was here, for 
the Baptists of the North to introduce the " delicate" sub- 
ject of slavery to their brethren at the South. The publication of 
the letter from England alonp might have opened the ieyes of nria- 
ny, and- carried conviction to their hearts. But the policy of the 
wise and prudent was difFerenJ. They saw " a pleasing degree of 
union among the muUiplying thousands of Baptists throughout the 
It^nd. Brethren from all parts of the country unite in the general 
Convention, and co-operate in sending the Gospel to the heathen. 
Our Southern brethren are liberal and zealous in the promotion of 
every holy enterprise for the extension of the Gospel. They are 
generally, both ministers and peoplei, slaveholders ; not because 
they think slavery is rig^ht, but because it was 6rmly ^rooted long 
before they were born, and because they believe that slavery can- 
pot be instantly abolished." These are some of the considerations, 
(the rest are no more weighty) which the American gentlemen 
thought should excuse them from interfering, nay more, which 
they thought v/puld justify them in interposing to prevent their 
British brethren from interfering, to bring "slaveholders of their 
denomination to a^ense of their sins. Thus they neithei* enter in 
themselves, nor su^er them th^t are entering to go in to theii- 
chiirches at the South, that they may expose to them the awful 
sinfulness of slave-holding ; the glaring inconsistency of sending the 
gpspel to the heathen abroad, while they are keeping men in 
heathen darkness at home ; the folly of the plea,^ that because a sin 
. of any kind abounds, and hiis long abounded, it must therefore be 
suffered to abound ; and that they raay convince them' by argotnent 
and facts, that slavery ought to be, and can be, (so far as the in- 
dividual is concerned,) instantly abolished. 

Was there ever a more striking instance ofepartnership in iniqui^ 
ty The Church at the North stands up as the protectress of 



ihe Church at the South --- stands up to guard her from ainf it^ 
tempts to purify hor from a pollution as foul, an abomination as* 
dread as any to be found among the heathen, they are so zealbiis-, 
to convert! Can that bo considered a holy Bond' — a Christian 
union, which binds theae brethreh together? 

It is due to our Baptist brethren, in whoso communion may %er 
found as many or more abolitionists than in any other, to add' that 
the above mentioned disclosure was received by them with the ut- 
niost surprise and regret. Measures were immediateFy taken to- 
call the attention of the whole denomination to the correspondence^ 
and ascertain the view which was generally entertained of its pro- 
, priety. The yasult was that a letter of a very difierent tenor and 
spirit was prepai ed, and having been signed' by 183 Baptist minis- 
ters,* was sent to the London Board. 

We know.it will not be thought invidious towards othersi who 
have greatly contributsd by their excellent writings, ito help on 
our glorious enterprise, if we make especial- mention of the volume- 
from the pen of the Hon. William Jay, of New York. His " In- 
quiry into the character and tendency of the American Coloniza- 
tion, and American Anti-Slavery Societies,*' was published fn the 
early part of the last year. Coming from him, a man extensively- 
known, and highly respected and beloved by those who' know him, 
it cotild not fail to command the public attention. The very rapid 
sale of the first and the second edition^, evinced the eagerness of 
thousands to know the results of his inquiry into the sentimentis^ 
' and plans of the two Societies, which bad stood from the birth of 
the latter,' in the attitude of opposition. It is a book so full of 
pertinent facts, and carefully drawn conclusions, that it could not ' 
fail to impart the convictions of its author to other minds. No 
book on the subject has probably been read by more persons, nor 
has any one been instrumental to the conversion of mote. 

The Annual Meeting of 4he American Anti-Slavery Society, 
last May J was very numerously attended at New Yorki by mem- 
bers from all parts of the Union, north of the Potomac. Never 
did an assembly evince a deeper interest, a more entire devotioa 
to an object. There seemed to be but one mind, one heart 
.among them. Although they had come from various and distant 
parts of the land, were strangers to each other according to the 

* As many more, we are assured, might have been obtained. 
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ileshi of diverse religiotis sects, and opposite political parties, yet 
!wero thpy os a band of brethren. They liad cdrae together to do 
their henv'isnly Father's will. They had drunk of the same spirit, 
— ' they were united with one occord in the same righteous cause. 
A proposition was made by one of tlie most enterprising, to ex- 
tend greatly the plan of publicotions -- somewhat oh the scale of 
tlie temperance publications at Albany. The proposal, though 
involving an annual expenditure of $30,000 was favorably received, 
and more than half the required sum was subscribed on the spot. 
It would be grateful to our feelings to dwell awhile upon the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting ; but a full and interesting account of 
them is already before the public, in connection with the very able 
Annual Report. To that document we refer those of our readers, 
who have not seen it. 

A few days after the Annual Meeting in New Tork, the New 
England Convention of Abolitionists assembled in Boston. The 
same spirit of deyotion to the cause of the oppressed, was mani- 
fested here also. Meetings were held every day through the 
week, and were crowded to the last. Nor were the friends lavish 
only of their time and their words. They contributed freely of 
their money also- They gave on the spot, or pledged an amdunt 
little less than 6000 cloUars.. 

We were favored here and at New York, with the presence, 
antl.the assistance of James G. Birney, of Kentucky ~r ouee a 
slave-holder — nbw pre-eminently the servant of slaves, laboring 
with untiring assiduity, unshrinking fortitude, to procure their lib~ 
eration, and advance their welfara. AH were charmed with bim. 
He was mild, yet firm ; cautious, yet not afraid to speak the whole 
truth; candid, but not compromising ; careful not to exaggerate: 
in aught, and equally careful not to extenuate and conceal. *He 
imparted much useful information, and animated us to persevere 
in our work. While here he issued proposals for a paper, the 
publication of which was to be commenced on his return, at Dan- 
ville in Kentucky, a paper devoted to the Anti-Slavery cause. 
This work, for which all who heard Mr. Birney have looked with 
impatience has been delayed, owing to a series of persecutibns, 
•of which all have doubtless heard. But while we are writing our 
. report — tho first number of the Philanthropistt is laid upon our 
table. We open it with a beating • heart. A paper dedicated 



16 



to the cause of the slave I and edited, at ihe mk of his life, by a . 
mon who was bom to a slave inheritenoe/ and lived a slave-hold- 
er,, jsntil the truth, afl it is taught by th*^ abornionists, searphed his 
heari, " as u were the eye of the Almighty," convicted him of sin, 
.aixd brought him to repeotance! How meet for repentance is 
this Work! Its mono breathes the spirit of a eonti'iie heart ^ 
" JFe are vcrihj guilty concerning our brother * * therefore is 
this distresit cotne upon it's,; " and ihe whole aii' and torie of this 
first. number is expressive of ihat calm deterihinatioh of a man, 
who has counted the cost of the war in which he has enlisted, atid 
is willing to sacrifice every thing, but his duty to God and man. 
Mr. Birney's paper is printed at new Richmond, Ohio, 'ti'uly an 
appropriate ntime is this for the place, whence is to issue a paper, 
that will boldly confront the pro-slavery doctrines, that ar6 pourcid 
upon the community from the old Richmond presses. 

It is a facts v.hich will be mentioned in future times, as an evi- 
dence of ihei illiberality of Boston in the Idth centui^y,'that it 
was with diflaculty any place could tie obtained here for the meet- 
ings of the Convention^ Eight of the churches were appli'id for 
without success. Boylston Hall, th'3 Temple, and Amory Hall, 
were also peremptorily refused. At lerfgth, after considerable 
hesitation, the New Jeirusalem Church was granted for biie half 
4ay . The rest of our meetings Were held hi Julien Hall, Which 
was not large enough to accammodater the ;issembly. 

A written requestj signed by one hundred and iwenty-fivei citi- 
zens, was presented to the City Governnaetit for the use. of Faneuil 
Hall, but it was denied us. This fact must not be forgotten. It 
is of consequence in rtonneCtion with another to be mentioned in 
its place, as illustrative of the tem'per of our limes. 

We have observed with great satisfaction, that the subject of 
Slavery has been introduced, and debated more or le^s, at the 
annual meetings of most of the religious denoniinations in our 
- country. It was agitated with considerable warmth in the General 
Assemjbly of the Presbyterian Church, ahd such a dispbsition 
made of it as will necessarily bring it before that body, at the next 
anniversary. During the Conferetides of ihe Methodist Churches 
in New England, several lectures were delivered by Mr^. Thotfip- 
fiOD and Mr. Phelps ; after which the '* Wesl^yan Artti-SlaVery 
Society" was formed, comprising 10 of the ministers and elders of 
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the Methodist Church. The Appeal published by several ministers 
of ihnt denominntion, and the Defence of the Appeal are among 
our ablest publicalions. And the labors of brothers Scott and 
Storrs have been l^lessed. In the slave States also/at^all their 
ecclesiastical meetings, resolutions have been passed upon Slavt-ry, 
some of which indeed, speak out unequivocally in its favor ; but 
others in a qualified, faultering tone, which reveals the fact, we 
have learnt from other sources, that there are some righteous ones 
at the South, who have not " boWed the Itnee to Baal," have not 
been made to worship this American Moloch. These men will 
yet, we trust, stand up on the Lord's side ; and though compara- 
tively few, they will be a host; for one man of right, moral' and 
religious principles, cau chase a thousand foes, and two can put ten 
thousand to flight. 

As soon after the Annual meeting of the American Society, as 
it was practicable, the enlarged plan of publication and distribution 
went into operation. The Emancipatori, Human Right?, the 
Record, and the Slave's Friend, each of them monthly periodicals, 
issued in successive weeks, at New York, were all published in 
large editions, and were scattered unsparingly through the land. 
This has been the occasion, not the cause, of the outrages at the 
South, committed upon the persons of American citizens,''and the 
sanctity of the public mail. Designing men seized upon it to 
make the community there believe, that the Abolitionists were 
distributing incendiary pamphlets among the slaves. As it is 
believed that we have done so by many both here and there, we 
feel ourselves called upon thus officially to deny it. We declare 
unequivocally, that we have never known or heard of an Abolition- 
ist, who has sent a tract, a page, or, a word, to any of the slaves. 
We are conGdent, after much inquiry, that nothing has been sent 
to thep, directly or indirectly. We have refrained from sending 
our publications to them, not because they contain any sentiments, 
which the slaves ought not to know we cherish. There is not a 
word in them, so far as we have read, which would instigate the 
slaves to insurrection — unless they have the perverse ingenuity 
of a certain Boston editor, who construes a solemn prohibition into 
a sanction of violence. If any insurrectionary passage has been 
found in them, why has it not been adduced by our opposers ? 
Surely they have been eager enough to find aught against us. 
There are of course in some of our tracts, descriptions of th© 
3 



wrongs and sufferings of the slaves j but it were the height of 
absurdity to suppose, that such descriptions would be so exciting 
to their revengefur feelings, as are the wrongs and sufferings them- 
selves. It would, we think, tend rather to soothe their outraged 
humanity^ to know that there are some who sympathize with 
them. Nevertheless, we' have refrained from sending bur publi- 
cations to the slaves for four reasons. First. — They are not 
addressed nor adapted to the slaves, but to their masters. Sec- 
ondly. ; — If sent, they probably would never icach the slaves, so 
vigilant is the espionage of their oppressors. Thirdly. — If they 
should got safely to their hands, they could not read them. Fourth- 
ly. — We' fear, if any of our publications should be found in their 
hands, they would be as luel added to the fire of their afQiciions. 
For similar reasons, we have never sent from the office in Boston, 
and the Secretary' of the Society at New York assures us, he 
has never knowingly sent anything, to the/ree colored people south 
of Wjashington City. In that city, there were two or three colored 
men who were subscribers to our publications. If, further south, 
there have been other subscribers of that description — they have • 
not been known to us as such. That very few, if ariy, have gone 
into their hands, is evident from the accounts given by the south- 
ern Post-masters, of the contents of the mail bags, which they 
have had the audacity to examine. Only one, we believe, reports 
that he found anything for free colored persons, and he does not 
quote a word to prove, that what he found was insurriectionary. 
Suffice it here to add, that with the very few exceptions just 
named, our tracts and periodicals have been sent to ministers of 
religion, members of Congress, and of the several State Legislatures, 
Justices of the Peace, and other men of staiiding in the commu- 
nity, whose names we have happened to hear of from those who 
knew them, or have gathered from the State Registers.* Although 
generally, perhaps, unacceptable, they have b .en by some very 
graciously received ; and are silently but surely working the 
change we desire to effect. It is, we verily believe, because they 

* In no case, from the office in Boston, and we are assured, that in no case, 
from the office in New York, have any of oar publications been sent to persons 
at the Sonth, or anywhere else, after we have been informed that they wished 
not to receive them. In one word, we have porsned the well known course of 
the pnhlishera of moral or religions periodicala. 
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see this change is taking pluce, ilmt those wlio love ihpir unrighte- 
ous f^ains more than they respect the rights (if man or the will 
of God, are thrown into a stale of feverish excitetnent j jost nt^tie- 
craftsmen at Ephesus were by the preaching of Paul. And they 
are resorting to similar modes of opposition to the truth. It is 
easy enough for a few designing.men to fill a city with confusion ; 
to raise nr^obs who shall cry out lustily anything that may be dic- 
tated by the spirit of disorder. False witnesses can easily be 
suborned — and a whole community made to believe a lie. Now 
all we say in answer to jhose, who charge upon us the circulation 
of insurrectionary pamphlets, is, produce them. Bring us and 
our publications before a tribunal of justice, and if an impartial 
jury shall find us guilty of the charges preferred, l6t us suffer 
the consequences \^hich the law prescribes. The course pursued 
by our opposers shows, they are conscious that neither truth nor 
law is on their side. Indeed some of them have been honest 
enough to acknowledge, that they cannot hope to obtain our 
conviction before any court, but that over which Judge Lynch 
presides. 

But we are censured for sending our publications to the South, 
by some who exonerate us from all suspicion of a design to excite 
the slaves to insurrection. Dr. Channing says that « in so doing, 
they, (the Abolitionists) acted weakly and without decorum." We 
marvel at this censure. We marvel the more, because we have 
been so often rebuked for not going to the South, there to proclaim 
with our living voices, the truths and sentiments vvhich vtfe have 
sent thither on ihe silent and less exciting pages of our books. 
Why have we not acted naturally? We are anxious our Southern 
brethren should be informed of all we think, and all we purpose 
to do. There is not a thought or purpose in our hearts, which 
we would not have them know altogether. They can never be . 
affected as we wish, until they are made to understand what we 
would have them do.. We grant there should be a selection,' (and 
so far as we are acquainted with the procedure there has been a 
selection) for some of our publications are better adapted to the 
North than to the South. But we conceive it to be our duty to 
distribute to all, who are guilty of slave-holding, our pamphlets 
and papers, exhibiting our views of the enormity and the danger of 
so doing. Surely Dr. Channing would not consider it weak and 
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inddcorous in ua, were we to givo temperance tracts to drunkards, 
and distillers, and rettiilers; or tracts against lotteries or tlieatros or 
brothels to tliifiso, who are engnged in the management, and reap 
the profits of ihoso corrupting institutions. And is there any valid 
reason why we should not deal likewise with slave-holders ? 

But the pictures ! the pictures ! ! these seem to have been 
specially offensive. And why, unless it is because they give spe- 
cially distinct impressions of the horrors of slavery ? They were 
efpcient instruments in exposing the cruellies of the Inquisition to 
the public abhorrence, before which the institution was unable to 
stand ; and in arousing the attention of the Christian world to the 
hideous superstitions of the Heathen, and in leading to a generous 
effort for the redemption of the benighted children of the East. 
Pictorial representations have ever been used with success, in 
making any desirable impression upon the minds of men, the bulk 
of whom are more immediately and thoroughly affected by a pic- 
ture, than a verbal description. Why then should they riot be 
used, in the exposure we purpose to make of our national wicked- 
ness ? If any of them represent what does not exist, let the false- 
hood be shown and reproved. But with what reason or justice 
are wc called upon to suppress the picture, so long as the original 
is allowed to defile our land ? 

Althoi»gh the explosions of passion which have rent the South- 
ern States, are attributed to " the incendiary publications of the 
Abolitionists," it is obvious they are justly attributable to another 
cause. A great part has been the effect of political manoeuvring. 
The policy of the Southerners, from the first, has been to secure 
the election of a southern man to the office of President.* In this 
they have failed but twice, and then only for one term each time. 
Mr. Webster's high claims, and Mr. Van Buren- s high probability of 
success at the next canvass, have given thera serious apprehen- 
sions, that they shall once more be compelled to resign the chair to 
a northern candidate. To prevent this, has been their aim since 
the last election was decided ; and they soon seized upon the pro- 
ject of the Abolitionists as a hinge, upon which to make theiir plan 
turn. Whatever may have been the belief, in times past, no one 
can now doubt that the Southerners cling to the institution of 

We have heaxd it said, that in all the elections that have taken place, only 
nine votes have ever been given at the South for northern candidates. 
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slflvery with the utmost tenacity. Nothing, therefore, would so 
soon bhist with thorn the reputation of a ctindidnto for the presi- 
dency, as the imputation that he was in favor of the Abolition of 
Slavery. Tliis cliarge was therefore alleged against both Mr. 
Webster, and Mr. Van Buren. Their partisans at the North, 
each of them eager to ingratiate their favorite with southern 
friends, have alike endeavored to demonstrate their respect for 
southern interests, by the most vehement condemnation of the 
Abolhionists. Hence they set about, at an early period of our 
movements, to misrepresent our sentiments and purposes, and to 
malign our characters. The southern papers most industriously 
circulated these false reports — until doubtless the community at 
the South were generally made to believe, that the Abolitionists 
were their most dangerous enemies^ intending to excite their 
slaves to assert their rights, and thus bring on the horrors of a ser- 
vile war. When, therefore, it was found that the publications of 
the Anti-Slavery Society were distributed through the mails, in 
great numbers, though with only one exception,* uniformly ad- 
dressed to the masters, it was easy enough, by keeping back this 
material part of the truth, to throw the whole community into a 
consternation of fear, and a fury of passion. It was made to be 
generally believed, that the mails came laden with Anti-Slavery 
tracts and papers, in order to arouse the slaves to insurrection, 
although no proof was given that a single page had been put into 
their hands,f and although the slightest thought would have been 

* The Post-master of Norfolk reported that an Anti-Slavery paper was sent 
to a colored .man of that city. 

t Last September, the writer of this Report, received a reproachful letter from 
a gentleman then in Massachusetts, containing the folIowiDg extract from a letter 
he had just received from his daughter, resident in a Southern city. " Pamphlets 
are about the city — in which the negroes are urged to an insurrection, and are 
told, that now is the time, as so many of the male inhabitants are absent. The 
Mayor has one of these pamphlets. Numbers of the negroes are found armed 
with butcher knives, very sharp ! What do the Abolitionists intend ? The 
only answer I can give, is " to murder your women and children !" And 
then followed (what was to be expected from a woman, filled with alarm, by the 
false reports which were circulating around her,) a thrilling condemnation of the 
supposed authors of the evil, which was supposed to be impending over the city 
where she lives. To this commnuication I replied, expressing my regret at the 
state of distressing anxiety in which the lady was when she wrote the letter, but 
adding that the story bore, on the face of it, the appearance of falsity; that we 
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enisugh to delect the folly of the charge. Nevertheless, the Post 
Office was violutod, and packages of papers were destroyed by n 
bonfire in the public square at Charleston j effigies of distinguished 
Abolitionists were also burnt with every expression of public hate, 
and large rewards were offered for the abduction of their persons. 
Citizens of northern States, pursuing their business or their pleas- 
ure at the South, were seh^A upon suspicion, and without a trial, 
thrown into prison, or subjected to cruel and infandous punish- 
ments. In answer to all these outrages, the North uttered but a 
feeble remonstrance. The political papers more than half excused 
ibem. Then public meetings were called at the South, to de- 
nounce the fanatics ; and the patriots (?) at the Nortb gathered 
eagerly together, even in Faneuil Hall, to respond to the same. 

This political game, however, has been played with a reckless 
hand, that has defeated its own purpose. The tone of the South 
very soon became so despotic and ferocious, that the little remain- 
ing love of liberty and respect for civil rights at the North was 
roused to assert itself. It was not in the hearts of all the pat- 
riots here, to utter a broad approval of Slavery, and consign those 
who dared denounce it, to the summary disposal of Judge Lynch. 
Therefore, all they have done and said has rather tended to con- 
tfirm ihe suspicions, which southern politicians have wished to pro- 
pagate, i. e. that the people here are inimical to that system of op- 
pression, which the people there are determined to uphold. So 
that the prospects of ouf northero. candidates are less flattering 
than before the game commenced. 

Nor is this all. The panic has passed, and a reaction has com- 

fihonld have heard of arrests and pnnishments, before the story of the intended 
insarrection could have transpired ; moreover that such a plot, if it_^existed, must 
have beea set on foot by some other person than an Abolitionist. If I wore mis- 
taken on ihis point, he could easily ascenam on his return to the South, as the 
pamphlets referred to in his daughter's letter " v^ere about the city," and one of 
them was m the Mayor's hands. And I pledged myself, in case such pamphlets 
were or had been circulated there, and he would send me one of them, that if it 
emanated from the Anti^lavery Society, I would publicly renounce my connec- 
tion with that Society ; or if it was the production of an Abolitionist, I would do 
' all in my power to procure his public condemnation. 

The gentleman went to the South early in October ; but I have never received 
a copy of the incendiary pamphlet — nor a line from him informing of the truth 
of the report in his daughter's letter ; nor in any other way have I beard a word 
about the intended insunection. 
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mcnccd. The demnnds of the South, and the course of our 0|ir ' 
posers here hnve been so outrageous — setting at nought the" 
plainest principles of justice, and trampling in the dust the dcarisst 
rights of American citizens — that many who are not willing to be 
numbered as of us, are compelled to take sides with us, rather than 
submit to the reign of anarchy, and that wild usurper, Mob. The 
Abolitionists therefore now, in consequence of the asfeauUs of their 
adversaries, occupy a more favorable position than ever. We are 
entrenched behind the citadel of our liberties. Our feet are planted 
upon the rock of our- national security. If our opposers can suc- 
ceed by the measures they have proposed, in preventing us from 
writing, speaking, meeting and publishing on the subject of Slave- 
ry, it will be apparent to the world — it will stand confessed be- 
fore all men, that we are not a free people. To this we trust, the 
descendants of the Pilgrims will not consent. It will not be readi- 
ly conceded, that there is any public evil in our country, beyond 
the reach of a corrective influence ; or that there is anything in 
our political or religious institutions, needing amendment, that can- 
not be amended. No. Our excellent Constitution has guaranteed 
to us the free exercise of all the moral power, which God has 
given us. 

The concession virtually made by the course of measures, pur- 
sued by our opposers both at the South and the North, is a most 
precious one to us, who rely only upon the power of truth to 
correct error, and of conviction of sin to lead to repentance. If 
it could be shown, that we are propagating what is false in fact, 
or in sentiment, would our opposers think of doing any more than 
to expose the falsity ? Have they not wisdom and wit enough to 
show that slave-holding is right in itself, and salutary in its ejects, 
if it be so ? If the African or the descendant of an African be 
not a man, or if he have ever forfeited the prerogatives of a man ; 
and again, if the slave-holder have any higher claim of property to 
the person of his fellow-being, than the thief has, or he who buys 
of the thief has, to the thing stolen, would not those, who so un- 
derstand these matters, set themselves about to make us so under- 
stand them, and thus end the strife f Do they who are conscious 
they have the truth and the right on their side — do they fear 
discussion? Do they resort to outcry and violence and brutal 
force We trow not. Hence we infer from the measures pur- 
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sued against us, that our oppraers perceive we are urging facta 
and principles upon the consideration of our countrymen, which 
ore unquestionably true, but such as they and the ppople generally 
are not prepared lo receive and obey, — such as their pecuniary 
interests, their prejudices, their pride impel, them to resist. But 
for these we feel no respect. We nre not bound to show them 
deference. On the contrary, they are bound to submit to the 
eternal principles of justice and humanity. Will they resist ? They 
will find it hard to contend with God. Even their wrath shall 
praise hirn — shall be so overruled as to become an instrument in 
the advancement of his cause. 

We have been already led to notice his overruling providence. 
The violence and recklessness of our opposers have given a noto- 
riety to the project of the Abolitionists, which, otherwise, it would 
not so soon have attained. Nay more, they have created a neces^ 
sity for the interference of our National Government, for the pro- 
tection of one of its departmenis, which in tbeir madness, they 
have grossly violated. Something must be done for the preserva- 
tion of the Post Office. The discussion, that must arise, will 
involve an inquiry into the use that has been made of the mails 
by the Abolitionists, of which our opposers have attempted to de- 
prive us. It will be found on investigation, that we have been 
shamelessly calumniated. So that the very efforts of our op- 
posers to suppress the truth, shall give it greater publicity. 
By burning our publications at Charleston, they have poured 
a blaze of light upon a subject, which they would fain con- 
sign to everlasting darkness. That fire will never be quenched, 
while a Vestige of slavery remains upon our soil. 

The very close connection of the events alluded to in the two 
or three preceding pages, has led us to disregard the order of 
time, by which we proposed to guide our commentary unon the 
past year. We should be unwilling, however, to leave unnoticed 
the fact, that the Anniversary of our national Independence was 
generally observed by the Abolitionists, in a manner tending, a& 
we believe, to advance the high objects., avowed by the fathers 
of the American Revolution. , Their love of liberty, their jeal- 
ousy for human rights, has not been cherished in the bosoms of 
their descendants. Little did the founders of this Republic ex- 
pect, that the most ruthless system of oppression would be estab- 



26 

Ushed in the land* they had redeotned. Although they framed cur 
otherwise excellent Constitution, on the mistaken and mischievous 
principle of compromise, still they were assiduously careful so to 
frame it, as not explicitly to recognize the awful violation of hu- 
man rights, for which the^South contended. It is worthy of re- 
mark that the language of our Magna Charla is so carefully chosen, 
that the unnatural, irreconcilable institution of Slavery may be 
obolished, without requiring |he change of on article in that basis 
of our civil government.* Our fathers doubtless believefti, that 
the]spirit of the Revolution would ere long break every yoke. 
How have we disappointed their expectations ! How dim has be- 
come our perception of truths, which were self-evident to them ! 
How cold our love of those principles, which animated them to 
dedicate (in the manner they thought right) " iiieir lives, their 
fortunes, and their sacred honor" to the cause of liberty ! At the 
end of sixty years, their recreant descendants are the oppressors 
of millions ! More than one sixth part of the people of the land 
they redeemed are in the most abject bondage, and paralyzing 
degradation ! And sentiments are uttered by the Rulers of the 
people, which would have been shockiug to every feeling in our 
fathers' hearts, if they had been uttered in their day by the heredi- 
tary tyrants of the old world.f Was it not well then, and will it 
not be well hereafter, that the day, on which we commemorate 
their deeds, should be so spent as to rouse our nation to a sense 
of her injustice, cruelty, and glaring inconsistency ; and bring her 
back to her plighted devotion to the inalienable righis of man f 

On the ist of August, we celebrated the anniversary of the 
emancipation, by the British Parliament, of 800,000 slaves, in the 
West Indies. We regnrd that as one of the most signal achieve- 
ments of philanthropy — one of thft most momentous events, in 
its Ibture even more than in its present consequences, that has 
marked the passage of time. Many high considerations called 

* Only five words would be even snporfloonB, vie : three-Jifths of all othtr 
personB. Art I. Sect 2. 

•t We could too eaaUy fill several pages with sentiments, deserving the above 
condemnation, taken from the Mebsages of most of the Southern, and several of 
the Northern Governors. But Governor Mc'Duffie, of South Carolina, has out- 
Herodet^ all the Heroda in the land. His Message breathes the spirit of a Nero. 

4 
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us to rejoice and take courage, at the event wo then commemrii'^- 
ted. We saw in it a proof of the majesty of moral power. Great 
pains have been laken, by the pro-slavery party in England and 
this country, to make it appear, that the effecis of the emancipa- 
tion in the West Indies, have been only evil. But we hesitate 
not to contradict their statements of facts — and the inferences 
they would draw from those statements, even if they were cor- 
rectly made. In our view, the results of the experiment of the 
English Government have thus far been as favorable, as it was 
reasonable to expect. Moreover they have so turned out as 
greatly to confirm our faith in all the principles, for which we are 
contending. In those islands, where the abolition of slavery was 
succeeded by the apprenticeship system — a system under which 
the power of the master to compel the subject was abridged, and 
no adequate inducement to labor voluntarily was supplied, — there 
have been idleness, discontent and strife.* But in those islands, 
where the emancipation was immediate and entire, where the 
freedmen were placed at once under the inflCience of the same 
motives to industry and good conduct, that operate to produce 
these virtues in other wen, there have been quietness, and industry, 
and increased enjoyment of life. 

In the 1st number of the Constitutional Magazine, published 
in London, last August, there is an article, evidenUy written by 
one who is not a zealous Abolitionist, on " the workings of the 
Slave Emancipation Bill," which fulfy-' sustains, by facts that 
will not be questioned, all that we have said upon the subject. 
It is with pleasure that we refer our readers also to a repent pub- 
h'cation from the pen of our talented, and devoted fellow-laborer, 
Mrs. Child, — **^^The Anti-Slavery Catechism," — in which, to- 
gether with much other elementary, fundamental information, 
she has given the best account of this matter that we have seen. 

One of the beneficent purposes of this Society, and its associates, 
is to promote the improvement of the free people of color. With 
this view, nnore than two years ago, efforts were comnjenced for 
the establishment of a Manual Labor School, somewhere in New- 
jSngland. Several thousand dollars were subscribed, and several 

* There have not been, however, even in tlioto islands, any insurrections or 
maeeacres. 
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places were recommended, as suilnble for such an establishment. 
"^hie Trustees and patrons of Noyes Academy in Canaan, N. H. 
at length made sucli representations, and olTered such inducemente, 
that it was tliought beat to bestow all the patronage, we could aff 
ford, upon that institution, on the condition that its advantages 
should be afforded to colored youth, upon the same terms as to 
those who are white. Our sanguine brother, Geo. Kimball, ex- 
erted hitnselfwith an assiduity, deserving as high praise as it would 
have received, if it had been completely successful. Ten or 
twelve colored young men were admitted into the Academy, and 
for a while we vi-ere encouraged to b.elieve that the place was found, 
where they might enjoy unmolested the means of acquiring a good 
education. But the 10th of August last dispelled the pleasing 
hope. The following is the official account of their proceedings, 
which the destroyers of " Noyes Academy " had the effrontery to 
publish in the " JVew-Hampshire Patriot." 

" Agreeably to the vote of the town of Canaiin, in the County 
of Graftdn, and State of New-Hampshire, passed at a legal Town 
Meeting, iiblden on the 31st day of July last, the Superintending 
Committee appointed by said town to remove the " Noyes Acad- 
emy," proceeded at 7 o'clock, A. M. of the 10th Inst, to discharge 
their duty, the performance of which they believe the interest of 
the town, the honor of the State, and the good of the whole com- 
muliity, (both black and white) required without delay. 

At an early hour, the people of this town, and from the neigh- 
boring towns assembled, full of the spirit of *'t5, to th& number of 
about thrjee hundred, with between ninety and die huttdred yoke 
of oxen, and wiih all the necessary materials for the completion 
of the undertaking. Many of the most respectable and wealthy 
farmers of this and the adjacent towns, rendered their assistance 
on the occasion. 

'Much credit is due to the patriotic and public spirited town of 
'Enfield, for their prompt and efficient services. 

The work was commenced and carried on with very little noise, 
considering the number engaged, uniil the building was safely 
landed on the common near the Baptist Meeting-house, where it 
stands, not like the monument on " Bunker's Heights," erected in 
memory of those departed spirits, which fought and fell struggling 
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for liberty, but qs the monument o{i\\e folly of those living spirits, 
who ore struggling to destroy what our fathers have gained." 

A number of sentiments, prepared for the occasion by Mr. 
Eastman, were then read and received with great applause. 

" After which Mr. Barber, in behalf of the town and Commit- 
tee, tendered his thanks to the company, for their efficient and en- 
ergetic assistance on the occasion. The company then retired to 
their respective homes; so ended the day ; joyful to the friend of 
his country, but sorrowful to the Abolitionists. 

JACOB TRUSSELL, for the CommiUec:' 

Canaan, August 11, 1835. 

Hereafter we trust we shall not be charged with bringing a false 
accusation, when we repeat what too many facts have compelled 
us to say, that in New-England, in this community which is so re- 
nowned for hs religious and literary institutions — especially for 
its system of schools — that even here there is a most relentless 
spirit of hostility to any plan for the improvement . and elevation 
^of 'the people of color. The children of this class are not ad- 
mitted into any of our High Schools or Academies ; and three at- 
tempts, to establish schools of a higher order for them, have been 
thwarted by the violent opposition of those, who claim to belong 
to the respectable part of the community. We refer to " the 
Collegiate School on the manual labor system," which it was pro- 
posed to establish at New-Haven — to the Misses Crandall's school 
for girls at Canterbury* — and to that, of which we have just 
spoken, at Canaan. What could be more ungenerous, and incon- 
sistent too, than to insist, as very many do, that the Africans and 
their descendants are tfn inferior race of human beings, and at 
the same time withhold from them those intHlect ial and moral 
means, which, whh all our natural superiority, we find to be neces- 
sary for our improvement? 11 A we claim for them is, that they 
have an equal chance to rise among us.f It is no honor to the 

* A 6in a&d {teewate aceonnt of tho disgraceful proceedinga at New-Haven 
fisd Canterborj, may be found in Jadge Jay's Inquiry, page 28, et seq. 

t We long to see among our white countrymen an evidence of the genoron* 
spirit, which dictated the following 

"Heply of Sir J. C. Smyth, Governor of Berbice, to an Address of the 
"Free people of Color," thantchigbim for the relief afforded them from civil 
diaabilitiea. 
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Vvhiies 10 keep in advance, so long as the blacks are chained be- 
hind. 

On the 21st of August last, slavery was rocked iirt the cradle of 
liberty. Faneuil Hall, which was refused a few weeks before to 
the New-England Anti-Slavery Convention, was thrown open by 
the City Government to a meetingj held for the purpose of pro- 
tecting American slaveholders in their utter violation^^of all those 
rights of man, which Americans have professed before lifie world 
to respect ; protecting them too, not from an attempt to deliver 
their bondmen from their hands by force, but from an attempt to 
induce them to set their captives free. Henceforth let Ichabod be 
written on those walls. 

We are happily relieved from the painful duly of commenting 
at length upon the riotous proceedings in Boston, on the 21 si of 
October, by the particular, very able, and piquant Report of the 
Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, which will probably be ex- 
tant in a few days. Why it has not been published ere this we 
know not. To that masterly document we gladly refer for the details 



GENTI.EMEN, 

The law in British Gniana acknowledges no difierences amongst his Majesty's 
Eubjecta in the exercise of their civil and political rights, founded npon so casual 
and trifling a distinction as the color of a man's skin. 

In the discharge of my duty, and in appointing to such ^lacancies as may oc- 
cur, in either onr civil or military establishments, you may depend npon it that 
the eligibility of the candidate, and his fitness for the office, will be my only con- 
sideration, and that I shall know no distinctions but those caused by virtue and 
vice, loyalty and disloyalty. Under the circumstances in which yon are placed 
by the law, and with the conviction yon cannot but entertain of its being the firm 
intention pf His Majesty's Government not to permit the continuance of distmc- 
tions, either th6oretically or practically, founded upon color, let me earnestly en- 
treat of yon to endeavor, on your parts, to forget the words, and to present to the 
Government no further petitions or addresses as *' men of color." You will as- 
sume, without farther difficulty, that place in Society to which your abilities, in- 
formation, or wealth may entitle you. All laws injuriously affecting you are ab- 
rogated. His Majesty's Government have repeatedly expressed their fixed de- 
termination to throw open the doors, leading to every department in the service of 
the State, to your talents. You have now, consequetitly, the road before yon 
equally with your fellow subjects of a fairer complexion. Endeavor to outstrip 
your competitors in the acquirement of knowledge, the practice of virtue, and in 
morality of conduct. By these means you will conquer the esteem of the most 
prejudiced, and become entitled every reward and distinction a just and dis- 
edminating Government may havo it in its power tobestov^ npon you." 
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of a transaction, which inflicted nn indelible disgrace upon this 
metropolis ; and also for abundant evidence thut those ladies, who 
have espoused the cause of our oppressed countrynien and coun- 
trywomen, perfectly understand the merits of tlie cause, TiUd can 
wield, with no common dexterity and force, the weapons of our 
warfare, which are not carnal, but spiritual. 

The mob in Boston ! — the birth place of the American Revolu- 
tion ! — "in broad day light and in broad cloih — the mob in 
Washington Street " to prevent the exercise of the liberty of 
speech, and of the right peaceably to assemble, — it can never be 
forgotten I The infamy thereof will be eternal ! 

On the same day a similar outrage was perpetrated at Uiica, 
New-York. Of these things we have not lime to speak. Nor is 
their need we should. They are in every mouth. They are 
among the most signal events of the year. They have arrested 
the attention of all men. They have carried deep into many 
minds the conviction, thai slavery has well-nigh destroyed "that 
reverence for liberty which is the vital principle of our Republic," 
and that it must be speedily abolished, or our own freedom, will 
be but a name.* 

In this connection, and in the order of time, we would now call 
your particular attention to " Dr. Channing's book on Slavery." 
The appearance of this book we consider very auspicious. Not 
that he explicitly favors the Abolitionists. Nor because he prov 
poses any other plan better than ours. But because he has given 
to the public a luminous exposition of the rights of man, of the 
evils of slavery, and of the sin of reducing a rational and moral 
being to the condition of a piece of property. And, more than 
all, because be has given the sanction of his example to those, 
who would make the circumstances of our enslaved countrymen a 
» matter of investigation, and call in question^ the right by which 
they are subjected to degradation. We have seen in the occnr- 
rences alluded to above, how many there are, who would persuade, 
ay, compel us to believe that because tile- Constitution of this con- 
federacy permits the continuance of slavery, it is therefore im- 

• • We refer our readers with pleasure to the Report, just published, of the pro- 
ceedings of the New-York Anti-SIiivery Convention, held at Utica, Oct, 21 — 
and the Ne'ff-York State Anti-Sltjj.ery Sociel^, held at Peterborough, Oct. 22 — 
especially to the noble speech of that well-known philanthrope Gerrit Smith, Esq. 
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proper in us to expose the wickedness of the institution, and en- 
deavor so to change public opinion, ns to procure its abolition. As 
soon could we be made to buliove, that because our magistrates li- 
cense the manufacture and sale of ardent spirits, and theatres, and 
lotteries, and gambling houses, we ought not to expose the sin and 
misery, which flow from these sourciss, and endeavor by all right- 
eous means to put a stop to them. We thank Dr. Channing for 
helping us, with his most eloquent pen and wide spread influence, 
to repudiate a plea, which, if it be suflicient to bar our procedure, 
would likewise put a stop to the progress of all reformation. Ac- 
cording to his precept and his example too, every one who can is 
bound to assist in bringing slavery to an end, whether by the thril- 
ling appeal, or the cogent argument, or the pertinent fact — ^ by 
whatever may help to expose the wrong, or to illustrate and en- 
force the right. Being, as he is, one of the most distinguished 
and popular of American writers, his book has introduced the 
cause of the slaves to thousands, who would turn contemptuously 
from our pages, without a perusal. 

We are not ungrateful to Dr» Channing for his generous 
commendation of the characters and intentions of those Aboli- 
tionists, with whom he is acquainted. But we cannot therefore 
permit the objections, which he urges against our procedure, to 
pass without questioning their validity. 

He finds fault with our doctrine, or rather with our phrase^ 
" immediate emancipation," because it is liable to be misunder- 
stood. But, we think, if the phrase expresses the true doctrine, 
it ought to be used, and explanations be patiently given, until the 
true doctrine, expressed in , suitable phrase, has come to be gen- 
erally understood, received and obeyed. Now, we regard the 
doctrine of " immediate emancipation," as the inference, which 
an upright mind would uuavoidably draw from a due considera- 
tion of the rights of man, the evils of slavery, and ihe unpar- 
alleled iniquity of subjecting a human being to such degradation. 
On each of these points Dr. Channing'a views are clear, and he 
has exhibited them, vVe think, so, that the feeblest eye may see 
them. And it is plain to us, that he has drawn the same iuferr 
ence, that we have, although he rejects the words, in which W9 
have expressed that inference. On the I19th page we read : 
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" What then is to be done for the removnl of eluvery ? In the 
first pZflce, the slave-holders should solemnly disclaim the right of 
property in human beings. The groat principle, that man cannot 
belong to man, should be distinctly recognized. The slave 
should bo acknowledged as a partaker of a common nature, as 
having the essential rights of humanity. This great truth lies at 
the foundation of every wise plan for his relief. The cordial ad- 
mission of it would give a consciousness of dignity, of grandeur, 
to efforts for emancipation. There is, indeed, a grandeur in the 
idea of raising more than two millions of human beings to the 
enjoyment of human rights, to the blessings of Christian civiliza- 
tion, to the i/ieans of indefinite improvement. The slave-holding 
Stales are called to a nobler work of benevolence than is com- 
mitted to any other communities. They should comprehend its 
dignity. This they cannot do, till the slave is truly, sincerely, 
with the mind and heait, recognized as a man, till he ceases to 
be regarded as property." 

Now, we should have supposed, if the writer of the above par- 
agraph had not forbidden the supposition, that he intended therein 
to inculcate the immediate emancipation of the slave — for surely 
he would have the first thing, that is to be done for the relief of 
the down trodden man, done immediately. He would have the 
foot taken from his neck at once. He would have the heavy yoke 
that crushes him, broken without delay. Surely he would have 
the foundation of the wise plan for his relief, laid immediately. 
He would not, could not counsel the slaveholder to postpone the 
recognitibn of the right of his slave to be treated as a man. There 
is a remarkable resemblance between what Dr. C. says ought to 
be done in the first place, and what the Abolitionists have insisted 
ought to be done immediately. We have not room to quote the 
passages, but confidently refer our readers to our publications gen- 
erally.* The objection, that the phrase " immediate emancipa- 
tion " requires an explanation, lies with equal force against every 
phrase expressive of a doctrine' in theology, or a principle in sci- 
ence, until that term has come, by use and repeated explanation, 
to be readily understood. If the Abolitionists are teaching any 
truth, or inculcating any duty, which is unknown or disregarded 

Especially to the Lectures of Rev. A. A. Phelps. 
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by the people, then iy it necessary for them, if they would arreist 
attention, to adopt a comprehensive phrnse, expressive of the 
truth and the duly, on which they insist. Now, * immediate eman- 
cipiition' is the phrase, and ilie only phrase, that expresses the right 
of thr slave, and the duty of the master. No man can hold hia 
fellow being as a mere piece of property, as a domestic animal, 
one moment without tremendous sin, unless he docs it ignorantly. 
And, if his ignorance be his own f^ult, (and how can it be other- 
wise in this country ?) then is his sin the same. We insist upon 
immediate emancipation from slavery, as the right of the oppressed 
and the duty of the oppressor. It is the first thing to bo done. 
Instead of being, aS some suppose, the consummation of the great 
work of raising the slave to the stature of a freeman, it is the very 
beginning. Break, the yoke that bows him to the earth as a brute, 
before you bid him try to walk erect as a man. Renounce all 
claim of property in him, before you instruct him to learn and do 
the will of God. Let his right, his inalienable right, bis birth-right 
to the improvement of all his capacities as a man be recognized 
and secured, else will your efforts for his improvement be feeble, 
ineffectual, liable to be frustrated at any moment by a caprice of 
passiorf, or an incident in fortune. This is the doctrine we preach. 
In whatever sense we use the word immediate, whether in regard 
to time or order, it is the word that expresses what we mean. We 
insist upon it, in opposition to that doctrine, which teaches slave- 
holders to defer to another, generation, or to some future time, an 
act of common humanity, that is due to their fellow men now, and 
will be due until it is done. We insist upon it, in opposition to 
that scheme, which proposes to liberate the slave, through the 
medium of a voyage to Africa. 

Dr. Channing objects, that the use of the phrase " immediate 
emancipation has contributed much to fepread far and wide the be- 
lief, that the Abolitionists wished immediately to free the slave frorri 
all his restraints." But ought we to be held responsible for this 
senseless, this wanton misconstruction of words ? Is emancipation 
from slavery equivalent to a release from the righteous and whole- 
some restraints of civil government? Freemen— republican 
freemen — are subject to the control of equal laws. And is it not 
a wanton misconstruction of our words, to suppose they imply rc- 
5 



lease from the restraints to which freemen ore subject ? We would 
indeed have the slaves immediately set free from all those restraints 
winch operate to keep them slaves — for no men, however igno- 
rant, however degraded, however wicked, ought to be slaves a 
moment. But we would have them subjected to righteous laws, 
and to any other salutary control, that may be found necessary for 
their good, and the good of the community. From the beginning 
of our enterprise, our claim for them has been, that they ought to be 
admitted to all the privileges and prerogatives of freemen, only 
upon the same conditions, after they shall have acquired, (those of 
them who do not now possess) the qualifications demanded of 
others. 

If the misapprehensions, into which others may fall, or the mis- 
representations they may be pleased to make of our language, are 
good reasons why we should not use language, that is properly 
expressive of the truth or the duty we are laboring to enforce, 
why, there is an end to all improvement in the theories or the 
practices of the world. 

But Dr. C. says the Abolitionists " have fallen into the common 
error of enthusiasts, that of exaggerating their object, of feeling as 
if no evil existed but that which they opposed, and as if no guilt 
could be compared with that of countenancing or upholding it." 
We grieve that he suffered this censure to drop from his pen. It 
will repress, we fear, in many bosoms, the concern which was be- 
gining to rise for the slaves and the slave-holders in our land. There 
is no danger we shall esteem the evil of their condition to be great- 
er than it is. We see all about us an alarming insensibility or in- 
difference. " Suppose," to use the words of Dr. C. on the i37th 
pa^e, " suppose that millions of white men were enslaved, robbed 
of all their rights, in a neighboring country, and enslaved by a 
black race, who had torn their ancestors from the shoreis on which 
our /athers bad lived. How deeply should we feel their wrongs ! *' 
Yes, how deeply would the whole community feel their wrongs ! 
Ay, how much more deeply would even the Abolitionists feel in 
that case ! Yet, why should we not all feel as much in the case that 
o.ctu;i]1y exists, as in the one supposed ? We are unable to find a 
reasDu, of which we are not ashamed. Let any person who 
thinks we may be '.a danger of estimating too highly the guilt of 
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countenancing or upholding slavery, road Dr. Ciianning's chapter 
on the " Evils of Slavery," and then show uu, if he can, wherein 
we liave exaggerated them. 

Again, Dr. Channing objects to our manner of forming associa- 
tions. " The Abolitionists might have formed an association j but 
it should have been an elective one. Men of strong principles, 
judiciousness, sobriety, should have been carefully sought as mem- 
bers. Much good might have been accomplished by the co-opera- 
tion of such philanthropists." About as much good, we opine, as 
has been accomplished by the American Union, which is, or .was 
an elecdve association. Why did not Dr. Channing himself, years 
ago, seek out men of such strong principles, judiciousness, sobriety, 
to co-operate with him, or with one another, for the relief of our en- 
slaved countrymen ? Doubtless because he was not moved thereto 
by as deep a sense of their wrongs, as he now feels j or because 
the considerations which have at length impelled him to lift up his 
voice, in the cause of the slave, did not then press upon his mind. 
Or in other words, perhaps, because he was not an enthusiast in 
this matter. * Enthusiasts,' we are aware, is an epithet of reproach. 
Yet it is the epithet bestowed upon a sort of men who are adapted, 
in the providence of God, to do as important services as any 
other. They are the men who begin all difficult enterprises. 
They are the pioneers of reform. If it be not so ; why, we ask 
it before the world, why, we ask it before the Searcher of all hearts, 
why did the judicious and the sober leave it for enthusiasts to 
begin this, great work in our land ? And why have they not come 
to our aid before now ? If we had elected the wise and prudent, 
would they have associated with us ? Are they the men to bear 
the brunt of a moral conflict? Not many wise, (as this world 
counts wisdom) not many rich, not many mighty, ever were found 
among the leaders of reform. God has always chosen the foolish 
to confound the wise. 

By the foolishness of 'preaching the simple truth that the slaves 
are men, and ought to be immediately recognized and treated as 
men, we have confounded, moved, aroused, our guilty nation. 
And now that the "men of strong principles, judiciousness, 
sobriety" are, or soon will be constrained to speak and act, we 
and our enslaved brethren shall have the benefit of their counsels 
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and co-operation. Wo followed the example of our Lord, who 
went himselfi and sent his disciples, at one time twelve, at another 
time seventy, preaching the truth in every town and village, not 
to select audiences, but to such as had ears to hear. We elected 
no man ; but Vve prayed the Faiher of Spirits to elect many 
to this great work, by convicting them of the sin of indifFerence 
to the awful transgression of our land, baptizing them unto the 
spirit of impartial love, and tilling their hearts with sympathy foi: 
the wrongs of the down-trodden slaves. 

We are aware of the evils, which may arise, and often do arise, 
from the associated action of large numbers of men. Dr. Chan- 
ning has hinted at some of them, and we thank him for the ad- 
monition, which cannot be too often given, unless it prevent men 
from associating for the promotion of any good object. We would 
have every individual so deeply conscious of his individual respon- 
sibleness, that the influence of no numbers, however large, shall 
overbear his personal conviction of what is right, fiut on the 
other hand, we see not what individual action would ever accom- 
plish for the general good, if it should continue individual. Surely 
it is not until the individual, who has discovered some new truth, 
c. detected some error at the foundation of the existing state of 
things, has brought, others to see with his eyes, and to actin ac- 
cordance with their new views, not till then, that he can be said to 
have effected anything for the good of society. All will allow, that 
the discoveries or conceptions, which have led to the improvements 
that have blessed the world, have originated with individual 
minds. This has been the case in science, politics, and religion. 
And they, who have thus given the first impulse to any reforma- 
tion, are remembered as among the chief benefactors of the world. 
But how have they done the good, for which we bless them? We 
answer by giving rise to associated sentiment and action. We 
care not for the outward forms, the ceremon^ and circumstance 
of societies, any farther than they manifest to the world the exist- 
ence and diffusion of the sentiment, that is to effect the desired 
good. But we demand how will this renovated sentiment be dif- 
fused, widiout associated influence and action ? If it be confined 
to the bosom of the individual, will it not be like a talent wrapped 
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up in a napkin? How does " tho enthusiasm of the individual/' 
which Dr. Channing soys, " is a mighty power," how does it 
operate for good, hut by carrying the truth, which has arousod 
itself " far into other souls," enkindling them with devotion to the 
same good cause, and thus ensuring their co-operotion, their asso- 
ciated action ? We have the authority of our Savior and the Apos- 
tles, for resorting to the instrumentality of associations. One of tl)o 
first acts of Christ's public ministry was to call to him, and associ- 
ate with him, twelve men. 'Tis true, they did not form, what in 
our day, is technically called " a society." They did not appoint 
officers, excepting only a treasurer.* But they certainly were 
associated, and acted , for one common object. And at an early 
period, societies for the maintenance and promotion of the Chris- 
tian faith, were instituted by the Apostles, in the chief cities 
of the Roman Empire, having their officers, whose titles are so 
familiar, they need not be named. Now we will not deny, that 
the evils pointed out by Dr. Channing, were found to arise from 
these associations, and subsequent ones like' them. Yet we trust 
much greater good has resulted from them ; mr do we believe 
that Dr. Channing would venture to intimate, that the religion of 
Chrict would have been preserved and diffused in the world, if 
such associations had not' been formed. After all then, the only 
objection that can rest against associations is that (like everything 
else) tbey are liable to abuses. He does a valuable service, vpho 
points out the abuses, to which they are liable. But he would do 
an iriimeasurable evil, who should persuade men to renounce or 
refrain from them. 

We have commented thus at length, and freely, upon this work, 
because we know that few writers in our country act uj)on more 
minds, than Dr. Channing, and therefore we especially deprecate 
the influence of any mistakes, into which he has fallen. Still we 
are not behind others in our approbation of a very large proportion 
of his work ; nor in our admiration of the man, who enjoying as he 
did in the utmost serenity, the highest reputation as a writer and a 
divine, has, for the love of humanity, put at hazard the repose 
perhaps of the rest of his life ; and sacrificed thousands of the ar- 
dent admirers of his genius and his eloquence. 

* Judas wa8 appointed to keep the bag. 
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(^npe nioro ilien. Dr. CImnning expresses his belief that the 
Abolitionists have been signally unsuccessful in the course they 
have ddopted — " that nothing seems to have been gained, and 
something has been lost to the cause of freedom and humanity." 
Now to quiet this apprehension, it were enough to point to his 
book, and usk, would it have been written, if the country had not 
been so agiiated by the discussion of this great question, over 
which until lately the wise as well as the foolish were in a deep 
sleep, as to create a demand for such an exertion as he conid make 
. to give direction to the public mind ? If we had done no more, 
than call out his book, we should have done some good, for surely 
his book is a gain to the cause of freedom and humanity. He has 
called the attention of our community back to the consideration, 
nay more he has given them a new and higher exposition, of those 
momentous principles on which our salvation as a nation depends. 
And the disclosures of the past year have shown, only too plainly, 
to what a frightful extent these principles have been and are disre- 
garded, or unknown, even in New England, 

" If," says Mr. Webster,* " there be auy among us, so high, as 
to be too high for the authority of the law, or so low as to be too 
low for its regard and protection ; or if there be any who by any 
means whatever, may exempt themselves from its control, then to 
that extent we have failed to maintain an equal government." 
Tried by this rule, how glaringly unequal does our government 
appear I Here at the north, men of " property and standing," 
are so high, that they may do things with im'punity, lor which 
other men would be heavily fined or imprisoned. They may issue 
murderous handbills to mislead and infuriate the populace. They 
may wantonly destroy the property, and assault violently the per- 
sons of their fellow cuizens. And the Government stands by, 
without making an effort to detect the instigators of the outrage ; 
or to bring to punishment those, who were seen to perpetrate it.f 
For such offences, ay, for less than these, men of another descrip- 

* At the close of his letter to the Anti-masons of Pennsylvania, 
t The text does not tell the whole trath. Two of the prominent rioters in 
Boston, wore soan after elected to the Legislatare — and ox^e of them was also 
chosen an overseer or director of the House of Correction,^ to'^eep poor rogues in 
order. 



tion would havo been, wilhoul delay, taken into the custody 0|,the 
guardians of the public peace, and made to feel the stern control 
of oftended justice. 

At the South, there are more than two millions of men so low, 
as to be no nnore regarded or protected by the law, than the do- 
mesticated brutes are. More than two millions are there, who 
may suffer the greatest injuries men can inflict upon each otiier, 
and have no redress. Indeed should ihey dare to approach a 
Court of Justice, to prefer a complaint, they would be spumed 
from it by the magistrate, and probably receive some situirnary 
punishment for their insolence, in presuming to complain. What 
nation on earth presents so glaring an example of tmeqiial gov- 
ernment j as our own, when looked at in the light of Mr. Webster's 
wisdom. 

Such being the condition of our country, surely it is a gain to 
the cause of freedom and humanity, that Dr. Channing has been 
called out to write a book, in which on the one hand he vindicates 
the right of the slave to the prerogatives of a man, and on the 
other hand, solemnly admonishes the freeman, that he is the sub- 
ject of law ; and that a mobocrat is a usurper and rebel. 

A few days after the publication of the above-mentioned book, 
there appeared a large pamphlet written by a citizen of Boston, 
entitled, " Remarks upon Dr. Channing's. Slavery." We know 
not who wrote it. We trust the author will never own his work. 
It was evidently written by one who has neither faith in God, nor 
faith in man. 

Whatever agency we may have had, in creating the occasion 
and demand for the book, to the review of which we have just 
devoted seveisl psges, it is but a very small part of what We have 
been instruraeDtal in ejecting, for the relief of our enslaved and 
degraded coiuiti-ytijen. Millions in this Republic were crying for 
justice, for nicycy, for the inalienable rights of man;. for Jtheir por- 
tion of that bread which comes down from heaven ; arid their cry 
was unheeded.* T,he North had conspired with the South against 
jthem'. The wise and prwdent deemed it impolitic to inteffere for 
their relief. The rich, the mighty, the 4-ulers of the people, 
scowled reproof upon all, who would distupb the established order 
of things, although "under it millions of human beings were crushed. 
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And even ilie preachers of the Gospel put not forth a finger to 
break the jjoke, or lighten the heavy burden, under which they 
Sfivw our countrymen oppressed and groaning. But against this 
array of opposers) we have been enabled to persevere, until we 
have brought the condition of the enslaved in our land to bo the 
great coficern of our nation. It is inevitable that it is to occupy 
tbe thoughts and feelings of our national Legislature, during their 
j)Vt^kotu,5<osi}it,>n, nifiirti, than any other, or all other topics together. 

Therevieiv of the past year will leave, no doubt, in the mind 
of any one, that the subject of slavery is up for the consideration 
and action of the American people. To bring it thus before them 
was of, course our first object, and, thanks to our opposers, scarce- 
ly less than our friends, never was an object more completely at- 
tained. It needs no supernatural vision to foresee, that hereafter, 
slavery will be talked about, and written about, by private indi- 
viduals, and public men, in the circles of domestic and social 
life, end in the Halls of Legislation, until it is totally abolished. 
This result is now inevitable. How soon it will • take place, we .. ^' 
cannot with certainty predict, but have reason to believe that many 
here present, may live to see it, and live many years after it.* In 
what precise manner this result will be accomplished, we are 
equally unable to foretell ; but fondly cherish the hope that it will 
be a bloodless victory of truth over error, right over wrong, hu- 
manity over oppression. 

We are aware many apprehend, that the change we propose in 
the condition of nearly one fifth of our whole population cannot be 
wrought without a terrible, a sanguinary conflict. But we do not 
so despair of justice, honors benevolence, religion. Our hope in 

*One of tfe fioston ministers, as we have been informed by a person who 
heard him at Thursday Leclara a fe\v weeks ago, in a discourse upon the improv- 
ed and improving- etffie of «ir times, nXL&ioA tie following sentencps : — '■ " Slavery 
too must come to esd. But i: iaay: not be in, our day. It iftay not be effected 
by «he diactmsions fiid rc^fotatiohs of a little knot of Abolitionists, -by foreign 
interference, or by doriiestio indiscretion." We preserve this as a %)3cimen of 
the milder tone of doubt, contempt and condemnation, wlucb the preachers of 
religion have adopted towards ns. Have they too forgotten that the religion 
which they now preach to large, and wealthy and fashionable assemblies, under 
" marble domen and gilded spires," was at first listaned to with favor only by a 
little knot of dbposed persons, called Christians, who were perteented in every 
city? 
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theae is turned to failh, when we cast our eyas across the Atlantic, 
nnd see how great a work, of the same kind we hiivo to do, has 
been done by the moral power of a people speaking the' same lan- 
guage, and professing the same religion with ourselves. It is true 
the work which this nation must perform in deference to the rights 
of /nan, is much greater than that which England has accomplished. 
It is true the two classes of our countrymen, whose rights are to 
be equalized, are situated with relation to each olhcr, nnd to the 
rest of the nation, somewhat difierently from the parties concerned 
in the question of slavery under the British Government. This 
is frequently urged as a reason why we should not look to the suc- 
cess there, as a ground of encouragement to our efforts here. But 
why ? The differences referred to are not essential^ They do 
not affect the principles on which our success depends. The 
morality, of the two' cases is precisely the samer And it is worthy 
to be remembered that precisely the same objections were urged 
against the procedure of the Abolitionists in England, that are now 
opposed to us ; and very similar obstacles thrown in their way, 
that are thrown in ours. Then it should be borne in mind, as a 
circumstance favorable to our enterprise, that the sentiments 
and feelings of the British nation on t^is subject, as on every otb6r, 
cannot fail to be diffused among us, their literature being intimate- 
ly blended with our own. So' that we are contending upon a 
vantage ground, gained byoiir trans*- Atlantic brethren, who estab-' 
lished the claim of the Afrifcan to be considered in all respects a 
man — and accumulated much incontestable evidence to prove 
that it is always safe, as well as right, to treat him as a man. 
Why, then, should we be disheartened, though it appears that our 
country is to be the theatre of the severest conflict for human 
rights the world has ever known We have been so boastful of 
our devotion to this sacred cause, it is well the depth of that at- 
tachment should be proved — - the strength of our republican prin- 
ciples fully tried. If we unfeignedly ■ believe those great truths, 
which our nation propounded to the worlds we shall brave the con- 
troversy, in the highest confidence of success. We shall, we must 
prevail over all the opposition, that the prejudices, the fears, and 
the sordid selfishness of men may array against us. 
.6 



42 

Bul^ howbver sure of victory, we may not with impunity to our 
cauao, forget for a moment, that this is o spiritual warfare. It is 
peculiarly incumbent upon us, as far as in us lies, to prevent it 
* Trom degenerating into a war of passion, and brute force. While 
on the one hand, we must not suffer , obloquy and outrage, and 
threats of personal violence, to provoke or alatm us to resort to 
any other weapons than those, which are mighly through God, Xcf 
the pulling down of strong holds ; we must not, on the other hand, 
unnecessanly provoke the passions of those, whose awfiil violations 
of the first principles of humanity, it is our duty to expose. This ejc- 
posure, however kindly made, may offend them; If so, the fauit 
is theirs. Such provocation may lead them to repentance. It is 
this we are aiming to effebt. Our object is not to compel the 
slave-holders by physical force, to emancipate their slaves — but 
by the force of truth and argument, by appeals to their feelings 
as men, and their consciences as accountable beings.^ -Now if we 
wpuld prosecute our endeavors to do the latter, with the hope of 
success, it is obvious we must convince them that w^ would not 
do the former, under any circumstances, nor for any considera- 
tion. 

Our solemn declaration is before the wprld, that " we wilt never 
in any way countenance the oppressed in vindicating their rights 
by resorting to physical force." And many of the events of the 
past year must have convinced unprejudiced minds, ^that ^Aboli- 
tionists are men of peace. May we abound in this spirit — the 
spirit of him who, though he denounced sin with tremendous sever- 
ityt yet was gentle unto all men, and as unresisting as a lamb, 
when seized, mocked, buffeted, and led away to an infamous death 
with common malefactors — the morally heroic spirit, which will 
lead us to hope, with our beloved fellow laborer A. E. Grimke, 
that, if blood is to be spilt in this cause, " it may be ours, instead 
of the slave-holders' — that our lives may be taken and theirs 
spared." We wish to do them only good — to redeem themselves 
from iniquity, no less than their slaves from a cruel bondage. It 
is not our fault, that they do not, or will not understand, that this 
is with us a high moral and religious question ; that we shall as 
sooa deny our God, and worship idols, as abandon the advocacy 
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of the rights of man ; that we are ready to go to the gibbet or the 
stake, sooner than forsake the" cause of bur enslaved countrymen ; 
but that we will not fight for thiim wiih carnal weapons. We 
have often assured, we now again assme ihe slave-holders in our 
. lan(|[, and we beseech them to assure their slaves, that the war- 
fiuBwe have commenced for their deliverance, is.to be fought with 
the sword of truth ond of the Spirit. If the slaves resort to 
violence, they must not look to ihe Abolitionists for aid. We will 
contend steadfastly for their rights — we will suffer — if need be 
we will die for them ; but we will not murder, nor be accessoTy 
to mui'der, for their sake. How cruel it is, in our northern and 
southern opposers, to mislead the slaves, by the gross misrepresen- 
tations they give them of our sentiments and purposes i If a ser- 
vile war should desolate the South, it wiU be justly attributable not 
to what ive have done, or written, orsaid ; but to what our oppo- 
sers have said, written, and done to-excitethe Tears of the masters, 
and the false hopes of the slaves. We would emancipate the slaves 
only by the spirit of repentance in ihe bosoms of their masters ; 
and&procure the abolition of the system of oppression, only by the 
power of a corrected public opinion. 



p. S. Since our Annua! Meeting, at which the ahoye Repc^rt was rend, w6 
have 6een two passages that have heen quoted from publications of the Abolition- 
ists, in order to show that they arc insurrectionary: The first is quoted from the 
Emancipator, in the Indictment of Mr. R. G. Williams of New? York, publishing 
Agent of the American Anti-Slavery Society, by the Grand Jnry of the State of 
Alabama. God commands and all nature cries out, that man should not be 
held as property. The system of making men property has plunged 2,250,000 
of our fellow countr)'men into the deepest physical and moral degradation, and 
they are every moment sinking deeper." Upon this we shall not stop to com« 
ment ; for if this be insurrectionary, then is " the Declaration of Independence " 
far more so. 

The second is quoted, in the postscript to a letter, addressed to the writer of 
this Report, published in a Danville (Va.) paper. It is from the speech of Ger- 
rit Smith Esq. at Peterboro Oct. 22d. 1835. " The sword now drawn \frill not 
be sheathed till victory, entire victory, is ours or theirs." If our Southern breth- 
ren can prove, tliat any other sword than that of truth is now drawn, or is ad- 
vised to be drawn, by the Abolitionists, then may this one passage avail them 
something in their attempt to prove, that we intend violence and insurrection. 
We again confidently refer our countrymen to all our publications. They may 
find in them some sentences in bad taste — some perhaps in bad temper — but 
not a word, will they find, in counsel or in countenance of insurrection. 



PROCEEDINGS 



OJP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-SL.AVERY SOCIETY, 

AT ITS 

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING. 



The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Massachtisetts Anti-Slavery 
Society was held in Boston on Wednesday, January 20. When we 
saw the large number of gentlemen from the country, who had 
cdme to the meeting as delegates, and friends of this righteous 
cause, we were filled with shame, that our liberal, liberty-loving, 
boastful city would not afford them an ample room. All the 
Churches in Boston, that have ever been let to benevolent associa- 
tions, had been applied for by the Committee of arrangements and 
refused : also the several Halls in the city, that were thought to be 
large enough, and were withheld. We were therefore obliged to 
receive our friends in our little Hall, 46 Washington street, which 
must now be considered the only cradle of liberty in this metropolis. 

Soon after the hour appointed for the meeting, 10 A. M., the 
Hall was nearly filled with the delegates from Auxiliary Societies, 
and when the President called the meeting to order, the assembly 
was straitened for want of room. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. George Storrs of Concord, N. H. 

A Committee was then appointed to receive the names of the del- 
egates, and friends who had come to attend the meeting. 

Rev. S.J. May, the Corresponding Secretary, then read the fol- 
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lowing improRtuvo letter, ho had just received from William Lloyd 
GarriBon, who waa ncceBaarily absent from the city at that time. 

Bnooici.YN, Ct., Jan. 17, 1800. 

Rev. Samukii J. May : 

My Dear Friend — My rogrot in not boing ublo to attond tlio fonrth AnnnnI 
Mooting cl' tho MuBBachuaottB Anti-Slavory Society, is oquul to the intonBO intvrost 
which I fuol in ita dcliborntions. 

Let mo Bay to tho brothroit who Bhnll tifiaomblo togothor — Bi<i noM) jron 
Got). ThoBO mo timoa in which wo aro Bpcuinlly cnllod upon not to count our 
livoa dear unto ua — if, living, wo aro to bo sbivca oureolvca, or to wink nt tho on- 
elavonrjont of othora. Nay, wo ehall bo unwortliy of an cxiatonco, if wo suiTor 
onrooIvoB to bo awed into ailenco by tho tiireata of opprosaors. Tho cause which 
wo advocate ia not ours, but God'b ; and, therefore, I ronow tho charge — Bk 
BOLD FOR God. NovorthelesB, it is oura to carry forward, inBtrumcntally •— 
but not ours to choose or rcjoct,%8 wo tiiink expedient. Those who call on ua to 
Buapend our operations, or to keep silence, or to wait till a more convenient sea- 
Bon, or to stop our ears and stool our hourta to tho cries of our bleeding country- 
men, make application to tho wrong source. They ought to beseech tho Creator 
of heaven and earth to release us from our obligations to himself and to mankind ; 
to reverse or repeal all the laws of his moral government ; to transform us into 
stocks and stones ; to make the slaves in reality, what they are deemed by human 
enactments, goods and chattels, implements of husbandry, and four-footed beasts ; 
to ordain that henceforth rebellion shall be loyalty — sin, righteousness — and the 
cruel despotism of American slave-holders, the glorious liberty of the sons of God ! 
In all rationality, too, they ought to petition the great Lawgiver to repeal every 
injunction of holy writ like the following : " Thou shalt not steal" — "Thou 
shalt not covet anything that is thy neighbor's" — " Love thy neighbor as thy- 
self" — "Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them " — "Envy thou not the oppressor^, and choose none of his ways " — 
" Remember them that are in bonds as bound with thorn " -— " Undo the heavy 
burdens, let the oppressed go free, and b:^ak every yoke". — " Deliver him that 
is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor " — " Open thy mouth for the dumb, 
in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction." O foolish and insane 
men J thus to consider obedience to God^as something that policy may properly 
defer, or expediency lawfully annul I By ceasing to be men, shall ^ be inde- 
pendent of the Almighty ? By setting up our authority in opposition to his own» 
shall we not be destroyed ? 

So, too, those who think they shall destroy our cause, if they can destroy a 
few of its prominent advocates — how wild and impious is their delusion! 
" The battle is the LORD'S " — • not ours. Why, then, do they not attempt to 
scale the battlements of heaven, that they may dethrone Him who is higher than 
the highest, and thus end the great controversy, not only in this nation, but in all 
nations — not only at the present period, but through all time ? It is true, those 
battlements are high *, but our enemies have " sought out many inventions " — 
' they are skilful, ingenious, adventurous — and, seemingly, confident of victory. 
It is true, he whom they must encounter and vanquish is " Jehovah of hosts " — 
« King of kings, and Lord of lords " — « God over all " — « The high and 
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lofty Olio thiit inhabitoth otornity, wlioso riamo in Holy " — "The fjorU Almigh- 
ty," «« vvho huth monHurcd tho wtttors in tlio hollow of hia hand, nntl motod out 
hoavoit with tho opim, iind ooiiiprohondod tho diiHt of thu oiirth in a iiioaHnro, nnd 
weighed tlio mbuutninH in Hcalos, nnd tho Iiilla in a bulitnco " — *• uU nutiona bo- 
foro him nro as nothing ; and thoy nro counted to him hm than nothing, nnd van- 
ity." But our i3nemioa aro Valiant mon — ambitious 'of groat achiovonjonts — 
omnipotent in thoir own Btrongth-r^ having much property in *« shivoa and tlio 
aouls of men " — lifted up above all that ia cuUod God ! — Ah ! proud boaetcra, 
do yo grow palo, and ehuddor, nnd turn away, in view of auch a fearful contest? 
Do yo rornombor tho fate of Pharaoh and hia boat f of Babylon, nnd Tyro, nnd 
Sidon ? of Sodom nnd Gomorrah ? of an antediluvian world ? Truly, yo do well 
to retreat from tho Majeaty of Him, at whoso proaonco it is declared, — "Tho 
earth shook nnd trembled; tho foundations also of tho hills niovcd and were 
shaken, because he was wroth. There wont up a smoke out of his noatrila, 
nnd fire out of his mouth devoured ; coals were kindled by it. He bowed tho 
heavens also, and came down ; and darknoas wdfi under hia feet. And ho rbde 
upon a chonib, and did fly ; yea, ho did fly upon tho Vvings of the wind. He 
made darkness his eooret place ; his pavilion round about him were dark waters 
and thick clouds of tho skies.- He sent out his arrows, nnd scattered them ; and 
ho shot out lightnings, and discomfited them." O ye flagitious oppressors, ye do 
well to remember that " it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." But will ye aim at no higher victims than Arthur Tappan, George 
Thompson, nnd William Lloyd Garrison ? And who and what are they ? Three 
drops from a boundless ocean — three rays from a noon-day sun — three particles 
of dust floating in a limitless atmosphere — nothing, subtracted from infinite ful- 
ness. Should ye succeed in destroying them, the mighty difficulty still remains. 
Still He liveth who saith, " Vengeance is mine, I Xvill repay." Still he reignelh, 
who executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. Still He 
is faithful who declares, " For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the 
needy, now will I arise ; I will set him in safety from him that pufieth at him." 
Still He is omnipotent who proclaims, " Therefore, thus saiih the Lord ; ye have 
not hearkened unto me, in proclaimingjiberty, every one to his brother, and eve- 
ry man to his neighbor ; behold I proclaim a liberty for you, eaith the Lord, to 
the sword, to the pestilence, and to the Ikmine. O, then, destroy not yourselves 
nor your country ; but take from the midst of you the yoke, the putting forth of 
the finger, and speaking vanity ; and draw out your souls to the hungry, rnd sat- 
isfy the afflicted soul ; bring the poor that are cast out to your house, and cover 
their nakedness, and hide not yourselves from your own flesh ; then shall your 
light rise in obscmity, and your darkness be as the noon-day. And they that 
shall be of yon shall build the old waste places ; ye shall raise up the foundation 
of many generations ; aiid ye shall he called, the repairers of the breach, the 
restdrers of paths to dwell in, «« For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 

It is indeed a mighty conflict, my dear brother, thryugh v/hicfa we are called to 
paiss, and we shall assuredly be overcome, unless we are sustained by the energy 
of a divine love, and impressed with a fear of God that shall make all other fears 
contemptible. Remember that, but oi> jittle while since, we had to commence 
the work of converting the entire natioi^^ (so thoroughly had slavery corrupted 
it,) beginning at Boston, ad did th6 apostles at Jerusalem. Surprisingly has the 
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tnith iniidu progroDOt and muItltudinouB uro tho convorto to it. 8tiU, though nmch 
lins boon dono, more rcniitinB to bo ncconiplitthod. Tho church ia yot stninod 
witli ' tlio blood of tho annh of tho poor innocontf) ' — it ia yot tho hiding placo 
iind Htinctunry of tho ruthloHB monHtor thiit fuedH on hutiiitu flutih, and hiittonu up- 
on Ininian ngony and degradation. Tho decidedly pro-Hlavory tone of a largo 
majority of our nowepapors ; tho numerous public mootingHthat havo been hold 
in all tho free States, unanimously coinciding with tho corrupt Bontinnonts of tho 
South ; tho slavish language uttered in every hall of legislation ; tho despotic ro- 
commondations of certain Governors in thoir recent mosHagos, particularly of 
Gov. Mansy of Now- York ; tho indifleronco, nay, tho positive approbation with 
which propositions aro received by tho people, to destroy liberty of speooh and 
of tho prosD, and annul tho right of petitioning government, that protection and 
porpotuity may bo given to slavery ; tho attitude assumed in Congress, by north- 
ern and southern roproscntativos, respecting tho abolition of slavery and the slfivo 
trade in tho Dititrict of Columbia ; tho sanction given to tho robbery and censor- 
ship of tho mail ; tho impunity with which some of our northern citizens, convict* 
ed'of no crime, have been seized at tho south, and without a legal trial, publicly 
lacerated, or cast into prison, or ignominiously put to death ; tho rewards oflbrcd 
by the south for tho abduction of certain freemen of the north ; the demand of 
southern executives upon our own, to deliver over the same individuals to a. mar« 
derous fate ; tho proposition of the south to the north, to imprison, or put to death 
• without benefit of clergy,' all of ua who shall dare to hint that slavery is incou- 
sistent with humanity, justice and roligiou, or who refuse to subscribe to the mon- 
strous dogma, that ' domestic slavery is the comer-stone of our republican edi- 
fice t'ae counjtenanco which is given to mobs against the friends of emancipa* 
tion, by men of high standing, both in Church and State ; the impious justifica- 
tion of slavery, by the southern clergy and churches; the general insensibility 
or perverseness of religious newspapers and periodicals ; the unanimous declara- 
tion of southern oppressors, that they will never consent to the emoiicipation of 
their slaves, either immediately, or ultimately, either for union or money, either 
for God or man ; the dangers and difficulties whic^ attend all our public attempts 
to plead the cause of onr fettered, bleeding, guiltless countrymen ; the brand of 
fanaticism, or treason, or robbery, which is put upon all the commandments and 
precepts of the Bible; and upon the plainest maxuns of republicanism ; '• — these 
and other indications of the ferocious attachment of the peopte to tho system of 
slavery,' and to the company of slave-holders, portend that we are engaged in one 
of the mightiest moral struggles, which the world has ever witnessed, and show 
how necessary it is that we should all have the endurance of the man of Uz, the 
faith of Gideon, the meekness of Moses, and the intr^idity of the youthful David. 

But I must pause. Brethren, ' cease from man ;' beware of a worldly poli- 
cy : do not compromise principle ; fasten yourselves to the throne of God : and 
lean upon the arm of Omnipotence. Let your doings be characterized by the 
loftiness of christian independence, and by the compassion of the Son of God. In 
your prayors, your resolutions, your speeches, make mention of our brethrfsn, 
George Thompson and Charles Stit art, and of all our brethren in Eng- 
land ; and, above all things, fail not now and at all times to BE BOLD FOR GOD. 

Yours, with brotherly affection, 

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON. 
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On motion of Rov. H. C. Wright, aoconded by C. P. Qrosvenor, 
it wns voted ' that the excellent letter just read from Mr. Garrison, bo 
published with the other proceedings of this annuul meeting.' 

Rev. Luther Wright, Dr. A. Farnsworth, Jesse Putnam, Esq. 
Dexter Fairbank, and Rev. Mr. Goodyear, wore appointed a com- 
mittee to nominate a list of Officers for the ensuing year. 

Mr. May then read the Report of the Board of Managers, and it 
was voted that it be accepted and published, under tlie supervision 
of the following Committee — S. J. May, H. C. Wright, C. P. Gros- 
venor, Wm. Goodell, J. G. Whittier, E. Demond. The reading of 
the Report, elicited some very spirited remarks on a variety of top- 
ics, from sundry gentlemen — Messrs. Wright, Grosvenor, Goodell, 
Russell, Morse, and others. 

A motion was^ now made to adjourn, upon which the Standing 
Committee of ' the Free Church' offered to the Society the use of 
their Hall, corner of Milk and Congress Streets, for their afternoon 
session. Adjourned to meet at that place at half past 3. 

The Afternoon meeting was called to order at 3. Prayer was 
offered by Rev. Orange Scott of Holliston. 

Rev. Luther Wright of Woburn, Chairman of the Committee on 
Nomination, reported the list of officers, for the ensuing year. The 
gentleman named were then elected by a general ticket. 

« 

President. Rev. George Goodyear, Ashhurnham. 

Effingham L. Capron, Uxbridge. 
JOSEPH SOUTHWICK, Boston. Dr. Amos Farnsworth, Groton. 



Vice Presidents. 



George Russell, Kingston. 



Samuel J . May, Cor. Secretary. 

Rev. E. M. P. Welis, Boston. Henry E. Benson, Rec. Secretary. 
Rev. Moses Thacher, J^orth Wrentkam.Uenxy G. Chapman, Treasurer. 

Dr. Charles Follen, Milton. Samuel E. Sewall, Auditor. 
Francis Jackson, Boston. 

William Lloyd Garrison, Boston. Counsellors. 
Rev. Gardner B. Ferry, Bradford. 

Rev. Orange Scott, Holliston. Ellis Gray Loring, 

Rev Jacob Ide, Medway. Drury Fairbanks, 

.lohn G. Whitlier, Haverhill. Isaac Knapp, 

William Oakes, Ipswich. Simon G. Shipley, 

Isaac Winslow, Danvers. John R. Cambeil,-* 

Rev. Henry C Wright, Boston. Abner Forbes. 

Rev. C. P. Grosvenor, Salem. John T. Hilton, ^ 

Dr. Theophiius Packard, SAeifiMJTie. John E. Fuller. ' 

Rev. Mason' Ball,'.5jn/terst C.C.Barry. 

Gen. Asa Howland, Conway. John S. Kimball. 

On motion of Mr. May, Rev. Aipos A. Phelps and D^vid L. 
Child, Esq. were elected honorary members of the Society. 
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Rev. H. C. Wright oflbrcd a Resolution, which called up an ani- 
nintcd debate between the mover, and C. P. Groavenor, in which 
several other geiiilemcn also took part. The resolution waa laid 
upon the table. The Society adjourued to meet again at six o'clock. 
/ The Society met again according to adjournment at Congress Hall, ' 
L.which was iilled with friends of both sexes. The President called 
to order at half past six. 

Rev. Mr, Duncan, of Hanover, offered prayer. 

The resolution, which had been discussed in the afternoon, was 
called up, and again laid on the table. 

Rev. Professor Follen offered 'the following rc ioiution, which waa 

unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That wo consider the Anti-Slavery cause as the cause of Philao* 
tbropy, with regard to which all human beings, white men and colored men, 
citizens and foreigners, men and women, have the same duties and the same 
ligh'ts. 

Professor Follen introduced the resolution, which he offered to the mooting, 
with some i'emarks on various topics, which ho said ho should wish to discuss 
more fully, but on which, fur want of time, he was able to bestow only u passing 
notice. He wished to be able to speak at large on tho causes and tlie character 
of the anti-abolition mobs, which, through the influence of those who excited 
them, were more generally known amongst us by the slanderous name of " unti- 
slavcry mobs." Some notice, it seems, ought to be taken of the remarkable 
power of prophecy, displayed bymany of the organs of public opinion, in fore- 
telling these fearful convulsions of the moral fabric of society. These success- 
ful enchanters of the public mind have, in this instance, equalled, nay, they 
have surpassed all other prophets before them. For they not' only prophesied tho 
things which have since been fulfilled, but what is more remarkable, they tliera- 
selves have fulfilled their prophecies. And what they had thus foretold and 
brought to pass, they also defended and justified by an original mode of reason- 
ing, which certainly deserves as much credit for its truth as for its hones^ — and 
which, if carried out consistently, would reverse our whole system of laws and 
of morals. Anti-abolition mobs, and the impunity of their authorsj have been 
justified by our newspapers, ay, by men of high standing in society, by a mode 
of reasoning, according to which we ought to condemn and sepd to prison, not 
the thief and the cheat, but the man of property who has been robbed or de- 
frauded. There is, indeed, no denying that if there were no abolitionists daring 
to express their ssatiments, there would be no such mobs. Can it be denied, then, 
that the abolitionists are tempting and provoking the people to acts of violence, 
that they are the true authors of these mobs, and that their ordinary plea, that all 
their doings are strictly within their constitutional right, to speak, to print, and 
peaceably to assemble, is merely a plausible pretext to cover their disorganizing 
designs ? The abolitionists are the authors of these mobB, theiy tempt and pro- 
voke the people to violence, as truly as the man of property tempts and provokes 
the thief, and is, therefore, the true author of the theft, and ought to be sent to 
prison. For the plea that his properly is guaranteed to him by the law, is a mere 
pretence contrived to secure to him an unfair advantage over his neighbor. Such 

7 
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nro tho argumonta by which thp onoinioa of froodom, tho prophota, the porpetra- 
tora, nnd tho ndvocatOH of inoh^, uniongat uh, hiivo outhivvod Inw, nnd outroiiKoncd 
roiisnn. Hut I hiavo this, iind othor topicH of n moro limited nivturo, in order to 
prcHont tho following rosolution : 

RoHolvod, tlmt wo consider tlio Anti-Slavery cnuao ns tho cuubo of philanthropy, ' 
with regard to which all human beings, white men and colored men, citizens nnd 
foreigners, inon and women, have tho sumo duties nnd the sumo rights. 

Philanthropy means tho love of man ; and tho love of man is tho true nnd only 
foujidution of the Anti-Slavery cause. Our whole creed is summed up in this 
single position, that tho slave is a man, created by God in his own imago, nnd, 
therefore, by divino right, a froemnn. Tho slavo is n man, nnd wo aro men ; 
this is tho only needful nnd all-suflicient title, from which every Anti-Slavery 
Society, and every abolitionist derive their duties «nd their rights. Every hu- 
man being, whether colored or white, foreigner or citizen, man or woman, is, in 
virtue of u common nature, a rightful nnd responsible defender of the natural 
rights of all. These aro the sentiments of eyery abolitionist ; these the princi- 
ples of the Declaration of Independence, which was intended to make this wTio'^ 
nation one great Anti-Slavery Society. 

Professor F. observed, that these self-evident tmths had been opposed in full, 
by tho consistent enemies of human freedom, and obstructed in detail, by its in- 
consistent friends. 

In the first place, we Have been advised, if we really wished to benefit the 
slave and the colored race generally, not unnecessarily to shock the feelings, 
though they were but, prejudices, of the white people, by admitting colored per- 
sons to our Anti-Slavery meetings and societies.. We have been told that many 
who would otherwise act in union with na, were kept away by our disregard of the 
feelings of the cominunity in this re.spect. 

Grant tho fact, that this piece of bad policy in us keeps away many who 
would otherwise be with us at .this time, in this hall, or in some other more spa- 
cious room, which their personal influehce might open to our holy cause, which 
still has to go beggmg from the door of one Christian church to another, without 
finding admission. But what, I would ask, is tha great, the single object of all 
our meetings and societies? Have we any other object than' to impress upon tho 
community this one principle, that the colored man is a man ? ^and, on the oth- 
er hand, is not the prejudice, which would have iis exclude colored people from 
our meetings and societies here, the same which, in the Southern States, dooms 
them to perpetual bondage ? It needs no long argument, then, to prove tha^ by 
excluding the colored people from our Anti-Slavery proceedings, we should not 
only deprive ourselves of many faithful fellow-laborers, but by complying with 
that inhuman prejudice, we should sanctior and support the first principles of sla- 
very, as well as give the lie to our own most solemn professions. In our private 
intercourse, in our personal and domestic relations, let every one choose his com- 
pany according to hiai own principles, or his own whims. But as for any meet- 
ings and associations designed for the establishment of human rights — how can 
we have the effrontery to expect the white slaveholder of the South to live on 
terms of civil equality with his colored slave, il we, the white abolitionists of the 
North, will not admit colored freemen as members of our Anti-Slavery Societies i 

This may be sufficient to vindicate tho first part of my resolution, claiming for 
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colored mou and vyliitc tiuMi thnt oHBontiiil oquulity of rights nnd dutiou with regard 
to tho Anti-Slavory cnuso, which should load to iinitod action. 

In tho second place, I usHort, that with lognid to tluB cause, foroignorB nnd cit- 
izotiB havo the Kainc dutiuH and tho Hiuno rights. 

Profonsor F. ohBorved, that in defending this clause in his resolution, ho felt, 
or rallior lie had hocn made to feel as if ho was, in part, speakirtg in solf dofonco. 
Tor tliough he iiad come to thin country fur no other reason than to livo under tho 
gdvcrnmont of cnuallaws, wliich wore not to bo found in Europe ; and though for 
eleven years ho had sustained the duties, and during five years possessed all tho 
rights of tho citizens of this Republic, his devotion to tho Anti-Slavery cnuso hud 
been condemned both in private and in public, on the grave and undoniubla 
charge of his having been born in a foreign land. His active interest in this 
cause had become more extensively known by tho ' Address to tho people of tho 
United States ' which ho, us tho Chairman of a Committee appointed for this pur- 
pose, by tho NevV-England Anti-Slavory Convention of 1834, hod been called 
• upon to draw up, and which, according to a vote of tho Doard of Managers, had 
been sent to every member of Congress. A copy of this address had been re- 
turned to hum by nn unknown hand, with the weirds, ' A foreigner "should recol- 
lect the protection afforded him by tho^Institutions of this country, when Ke un- 
dertakes to cast a firebrand among tho people, by which they may be destroyed.' 
Similar ingenious substitutes for argument, being rendered more striking by studied 
vulgarity, had a)ppeared in some of our newspapers. For himself, he had nothing 
to offer to tho distinguished few, who had, notwithstanding his rightful citizenship, 
insisted upon treating him as a foreigner, unless it be the pica which had been en- 
tered for him by a generous friend, that • though not a son of tho pilgrims, ho was 
himself a pilgrim.' 

should have passed ' over, in silence, these petty vexations, as solitary ex- 
ceptions to tho uniform experience of generous confidence and kindness, which I 
have never ceased to enjoy in this community, if it were not for the great princi- 
ple involved in these disagreeable trifles. ° 

Our cause is the cause of man ; therefore, our watchword from the beginning 
has been, 'Qur country is the world — our countrymen all mankind.' We 
revererice ppwiotism as a virtue, so far as it is philanthropy applied to our ovra 
country, yraile we look down npon it as a vice, so far as it woidd sacrifice tb^ 
righj^-tjfman — the moral to the selfish interests of our nation. The Anti-Sla:yery 
cause, then, being the cause of man, knows no difference between natives and 
foreigners. Nay, more, we have hero amongst us large numbers of natives of 
this country, without a shadow of right, deprived of the fruits of their labor', stript 
of the sacred rights of husbands and wives, parents and children, citizens and 
christians, we see them daily driven out to inerciless toil, sold like beasti^; irhpris- 
oned, lacerated, and degraded without redress. Now when we see many mill- 
ions of our couctryrrien, yea, tVje priests and the ruliers of the people, going on in 
their own course of prosperity, and, without pity, passing by aa innocent brother, 
stripped of everything and wounded in soul and body ; and perchapce there should 
be journey ing'thisWy'Cf^ibreignervvho should have compassion on him and try to lift 
him up, and pour mto his wounds the oil of consolation and the .wine of hope, or 
" from the rich treasury of his heart, should pour out the pure gold of sterling truth 
to redeem hiih from bondage — which of these, I ask, would be a neighbor to 
him who had been robl^ed and wounded ? And shall we, the favored citizens, 
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on boiiolding bucIi signal kindnosa, cry out witli tho Jowr of old, ' Ho is n Sa- 
■mnritan, nnd.hnn n dovil ?' — or with our inodorn, national bigots — ' Ilo ia a for- 
eigner ; nn English oniiesftry ; mob him ! ttir and fonllior him ! ! * 

Wo look upon tho foroignor, who holds up before ua tho Iivw of !\bcrty, pro- 
claimed in oar Declaration of Independence, in opposition to tbb luw of t^ervitudu, 
imposed und enforced by our free institutions upon ono sixth of our population, 
ns n truQ friend ; and wo soo, in his open rebuke, tiio surest pledge of confldonco 
in our love of truth and sense of justice. On tho other hand, tho violent attempts ut - 
preventing tho froo exjprossionof eentimenton this great moral subject, by strangors 
or citizens — tho lawless, Blmmeloss, and morcilesa proceedings against uU who 
aro convicted or suspected of nothing worse than a consistent ndhorenco to tho 
first principles of tho Declaration of Independence, seem to us more criminal, 
wht-n perpetrotcd or tolerated in this country, than in any other, simply because 
wo have ' pledged our property, our lives,' and our sucred honor,' to the support of 
tho equal rights of all. Our Constitution has secured a government of law, freedom 
of conscience, the liberty of speakiiig and printing, to every citizen, nay, to every 
stranger sojourning amongst us. As citizens of the world, as members of the 
human family, as christians, wo'.'ook upon everyone ua a fellow-citizen, aa a 
neighbor, who defends the rights and respects tho feelings of all men ; while he 
who does not see in every human being an equal and a Urother, whether ho be 
born heio or elsewhere, he alonn ia regarded by us aa a stranger and an enemy. 

And now, Mr. President, I cpmo to tho last topic of my resolution. I 
maintain, that, with regard to the Anti-Slavery cause, men and women have tho 
same duties and the same rights. The ground I take on this point is very plain. 
I wish to spare you, I wish to spare myself the worthless and disgusting task of 
replying, in detail, to- all the coarse attacks and flattering sophisms, by which 
men have endeavored to entice or to drive women from this, and from many other 
spheres of moral action. * Go home and spin !' is the well meaning advice of the 
domestic tyrant of the old school. * Conquer by personal charms and fashiona- 
ble attractions !' is the brilliant career marked ont for her by the idols and the 
idolaters of fashion. * Never step out of the bounds of decoram and the cus- 
tomary ways of doing good,' ia the sage advice of maternal caution. '.Rule by 
obedience, ahd by submission sway '. ' is the golden sayii^g of the moralist poet, 
sanctioning female servitude, and pointing ont ^ resort and compensation in fe- 
male canning. What with the fear of the insolent remarks about women, in 
which those of the dominant aex, whose bravery is the generous offspring of con- 
scious impunity, are particularly apt to indulge { and with the still stronger fear 
of being thought onfeminine — it ia, indeed, a proof of nncommon Uioral courage, 
or of an overpowering sense of religions duty and sympathy with the oppressed, 
ihal a wotnan is induced to enibrace the unpopular, unfashionable, obnoxious 
principles of the abolitionists. Popular opinion, the habits of society, ^are all 
ealcalated to lead women to consider the place, the privileges and the duties which 
etiquette has assigned to them, as their peculiar portion, as more important than 
those whicKnatnre has given them in common with men. Men have at all times 
been inclined to allow to women peculiar privileges, while withholding from them 
essential rights. In the progress of civilization and Christianity, one right after 
another has been conceded* one occupation after another has been placed within 
the reach of women. Still are we far from a practical acknowisdgmcnt of tho 
simple truth, that the rational and moral nature of man is the foundation of 'all 
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rights and diitios, nnd timt women aa well an inon nro rationni and moral boingo. 
It in on thia account that I look upon tho forrnntion of LiuIiob' Anti-Sluvory Socio- 
tioB as an event of tlio hijjhcBt intorost, not only for its direct bonefioiul bearing 
on tho cnuBO of cmuncipution, but still more as an indication of tho moral growth 
of flooiety. Women begin to fool that tho place, which men hnvo marked out for 
them, is but a suudi part of what society owes to them, nnd what they themeolvea 
owe to society, to tho whole human fuiniiy, and to that Power to whom each and 
all are indebted and accountablo> for tho use of tho powers ontrnsted to them. . It 
is, indeed, a consoling thought, that such is tho providential adaptation of all things, 
that tho toil and tho Buiiorings of the slave, ho\v«vcr unprofitable to himsolf, nnd 
however hopeless, are not wholly thrown uwoy nnd vain ~ that tho master ;V<rho 
has deprived him of the fruits of his industry, of every motive and opportunity 
for exercising his highest faculties, has not been able to prevent his exercising, 
unconsciously, a moral and spiritual influence all over tho world, breaking down 
every unnatural rcstroint, and calling forth tho simplest and deepest of all human 
emotions, the feeling of man for his fellow man, a^id bringing out tho strongest 
intellectual and moral powers to, his rescue. It is, indeed, natural that the cry of 
misery, the call for help, that is now spreading far and wide, nnd penetrating the 
inmost recesses of society, should thrill, with peculiar power, through the heart of 
woman. For it is woman, injured, insulted woman, that exhibits the most 
baneful and hateful influences of slavery. But I cannot speak of what the free ' 
woman ought and must feel for her enslaved sister — because I am overwhelmed 
by the thought of what we men, we, who have mothers, and wives, uud daugh- 
ters, should not only feel but do, and dare, and sacriiic;^, to. drain the^marshea 
whose exhalations infect the moral atmosphere of society. 

The remarks I have made in support of my Resolution, may be summed up 
in a few words. The only object of the Anti-Sluvery Societies, is to restore the 
slave to his natural rights. To promote this object, all human beings, .white men 
and colored men, citizens and foreigners, men and >^omen, have the same moral 
calling, simply because in virtue of a common rational and moral nature, all bu- 
man beings are in duty bound, and divinely authori?.ed, to defend their own and 
> each others' natural 'rights. 

Our, rights, our duties, with regard to the oppressed, require and aathorize tho 
nib of all luwfnl and moral means, to accomplish the great object of deliyerodce. 
As members of this Union, we are debarred all direct political ii\flaence vrhb re- 
gard to the legal existence of slavery in other States. But slavery in the District 
of Colombia, and in the Territoriss, as well as the iniemal slave trady, are evils 
within the reach of our Federal Legislature, and, consequently, within the control 
and responsibility of every citizen of the Union. 

T he guilt of the existence of slavery within the bounds of the Federal legis- 
lation, rests upon every citizen who is not exerting bimself to the utmost, by free 
discussion and petitions to Congress, thot this cruel and disgraceful inconsistency 
may be removed. But the sphere of moral action is not confined within the lim- 
its of our political rights. The Notth is connected witn the South by numerous 
relations, which may be made so many channels of iufluenco on the minds and 
consciences of the slaveholders. There are family connections, commercial re- 
lations, political and religious interests, by which individuals of difierent States 
are brought in contact, and a continual intercourse is thus kept up b9tween the 
free North and the slav^holding South. With all these means of private inter- 
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conrao within our roaoh, wo roquiro no alteration in tho Conntitution, wo demand 
no ospocial aid from CongrosH or from any State I,egislnturo, to induce tlio bIovo- 
Uoldors, by moral motivoa and by conHidorationn of onlijjhtenfcd Holf-intorflHt, tp 
rid thomdolvcB of tiiiR great evil. Wo roquiro of Govornnicnt notiiing but to bo 
protected in tho cxerciso of ono undoubted coneiiitutional riglit, a rigitt wiiicb, lui 
Gonit Smhh justly observes, has a deeper foundation than tho ConRtitution, which 
solemnly secures it, being grounded on tho nature of man and tho aovorcign do- 
creo of hia Creator. Let ub dismiss all controversy connorning the exciting ques- 
tion , whether; or how fur tho Conatitutiqn Ranctions slavery, but let us assort' and 
defend the frefedom of communication by speaking, writing, and printing, which ia 
the first requisite of tho freeman and the last hope of tho slave. Slavery and free 
discussion, Sir, it ia well known, .cannot live together. They will quarrel until 
one of them, quita the neighborhood. 

Wo clairn freedom of conmiunication with tlio slave-holder of the South, as 
well 08 with the advocates of slavery, and those who think themselvca justified in 
their neutrality at the North. We contend with a national prejudice ; we aim at 
a national reform.' ~ Every individual, who is free from the lung cherished and 
deep rooted prejudice, which prevents the-' white men o&the North, as well as 
those of the South, from looking upon the colored man as a man and a brother, 
is in diity bound to become a follow-laboror in this work of 'feform. For this 
reason, our sodietiea are founded, not on the exclusive principle of election, but 
on the broad, philanthropic ground of free admission ; we elect no one, but cordi- 
ally receive every one who may elect himself. Our audiences do not consist of 
select companies ; but as the Report, which yon have accepted, eloquently sets 
forth, in humble imitation of Jesus and the Apostles, we address all who have 
«ara to hear and will hear. 

We are told we must not agitate thfs subject — let it alone, and it will remedy 
itself., 'rids is not the coarse of Providence. Such reformations are never ac- 
complished without human means. God will not indulge us in our indolence, and 
do the Work without our instrumentality. 

The Declaration of Independence, so far as those in bonds are concerned, is a 
dead letter ; and We must not rest from our labors until it is raised from the dead. 

William Goodell of Providence, introduced the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That while some men may with impunity commifi crimes, which „ 
others may not boldly Throve, without violating the fastidious decorum of the 
age^ we commend our brother, William Lloyd Garrison, and the Liberator, to 
the hearts of all :vho love the Oo£;pel qf peace and good will to men. 

Mb. Prebxdewt : — 

I wish, Sir, the adoption of thia Resolution because it embodies, by implica- 
tion, an important principle, and because it reduces that principle to practice. — 
Abolitionists believe in no abstract principles, which ought not to, be made practi- 
cal. Such principles are not true ; and no map tan "utter a more self-condemna- 
tory sentence than to say — • I agree in the principle but do not think it expedient 
to act in conformity with it' — This is only saying ' I "know what is right, but 
am determined to do wrong !' 

The first sentiment involved in the Resolation may be expressed thus : — 
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2%e faatidiouM decorum of the age ahcltera vice from deserved and neees- 
sary rebuke. 

I need Hpond no time before thia audience, to prove tlio fact. Nor need I go 
through a course of argument to convince you thut BuCh a Htato of things ou^ht 
not 'to exist. It to XI false and sinful decorum that forbids the Scriptural 
reproof of sin. Thia principle ia too evident to require elucidation. I ehnll 
content myself wil|i n fevir specificationa of thia false odccorum^ in Bome of its 
more common and modern forms. 

1. •* It is wrong to be ccnaorioua — la it ? — Who says so ? — i^Whut is 
it to be censorious ? 

IJo is censorious, I suppose, who censures. This ia certainly the primary 
moaning of the term ; and it is plain that those v\rho censure censoriousnesa so 
bitterly, now-a-daya, apply their atricturea to every censure against themselves 
and their ffionds. Is it wrong, then, to censure ? The answer, I should snp- 
pose, would depend upon whether the censures were needed and deserved! — 
But no ! ,Mo"dern decorum forbids any scrutiny in the case. It is wrong to cen- 
Burc, and so the mutter is ended without any inquiry into the righteouaneaa or wis- 
dom of the censure. How exceedingly convenient ! Are there no censures in 
the Scriptures ? 

I know the word < censorious ' has acquired a secondary meaning. A man 
may be justly blamed as censorioua when hia cenaurea are unjust, unnecessary, 'or 
uttered with malignant feelings. But modem decorum censoriously condemns 
every man who censures vice, without instituting any of these perplexing inqui- 
ries. To censure virtue is by no means so dangerous or imprudent jm experi- 
ment 

2. " It is wrong to impeach men's motives So say's the oracle of fas- 
tidious decorum ! Ah ! Is it ? Then, of course, it is wrong to reprove men's 
sins ; for there is na sin without wicked and selfish motives. What broader 
shelter can Sin desire than this ? Only imagine a Nathan reproving his mon- 
arch, with a very courtly disclaimer of impeaching his motives '. — Listien to the 
meek and lowly Saviour — " Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites." 
Did he disclaim an impeachment of their motives ? — Take a lesson from the 
courteous Apostle — « Thou child of the Devil ! Thou enemy of all righteous- 
ness.' But ' pray do not understand me, good Mr. Simon Magus, as impeachbg 
any gentleman's motives !' W hat would yon think of such an Apostle ? 

S. " He betrays an unchristian spirit. " So says qaodem decorum, when- 
ever any one manifests any moral indignation against oppression and crime ! — 
Our old Fashioned Divines used to tell as' of a holy and an unholy indignation. 
Modern decorum has rendered the distinction obsolete ; except, perhaps, when 
" gentlemen of property and standing " give demt)nstrations of their wrath a^inet 
the reprovers of sin ! 

Go, ye fastidious ones, and learn what this meaneth. 'God is angry with 
the wicked every day.' ' Be ye therefore followers of God as dear children.' 
' I beheld the transgressors and was grieved.' *DoI not hate them that hate 
thoe?' • Ye that fear the Lord hate evil.' « Be angry and sin not' • Jesns 
looked round upon them with anger, being grieved at the hardness of their 
hearts.' The courtly Caiaphas perhaps might have thought he manifested an 
unchristian spirit / , 

4. But the most attractive and subtle form of thii modern decorum is found 
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in tho very nouto and philouopliicnl cliatinotion wluch aeparatca the ainncr 
from his fin ; tho actor from tlio nction. Tho guHfdiiina of our Churches, a 
few yonra ago vvcro valiant in combtitting tho ingeniouo tlioofy, wliich talked of 
punishing tho Bin without touching u huiron the head of tho ninnor ! 13ut tho 
groator part of thotn iiavo einco niudo wonderful proficiency in tho sumo Bchool, 
nnd liavo loA thoir polemic tutorn altogothor in tho hack ground ! Onr nioHt 
stronuoits ' contondora for Iho faith I — ut least a largo portion of them — to savo 
tho risk of punishing tho sin as it alights from tho back of tho sinner, have fair- 
ly mado tho discovery that siji exists without any sinner at all ! Oh, you ! 
There is theft without a thief! — Robbery without a robber ! — Instead of say- 
ing, as in oldon timo — ' Thou art tho man,* wo must nov) say, ' thou art the sin 
— No! Not tho sin! Tho mistake, tho 'calamity!' — Instead of saying, 
** JBy their fruits ahall ye know them," wo should rather say — *' By tho 
fruits ye ehall not know whether tho tree be good or ovil, or whether there be any 
tree at all !" 

It is humiliating to find so splendid, and in many respects, so admirable a work 
as that of Dr. Channing, despoiled of its l-3uuty, and rifled of its power by po 
lAiserable a fallacy. Many of our friends, I am aware, have criticized the other 
errors of tho book, without seeming to have detected this primary source of them 
all. Nay — in some instances, while seeming almost to swallow the gilded hook 
theroselvea. Dr. Channing takes many exceptions to our statements nnd meas- 
ures. But it would bo easy to show that every one of them originates in this 
fallacy. Yea! If Dr. Channing could only be perauaued to say that he who 
commita robbery ia a robber, and that^ he who steals is a thief, he would become, 
cot almost, but altogether, such an Abolitionist as ourselves. ' Little children, let 

no man deceive you ' by this fanciful separation of the actor from the action 

* He that doeth righteousness is righteous.' But ' he that committeth sin is of 
the Evil One.' 

It is said in support of this theory that men sin without knowing it I grant 
that the eta of comparative ignorance is, comparatively speaking, winked at. I 
grant that the guilt of transgreanio/i may be ia proportion to the light resisted. 
But I deny that men, and especially Christians, can commit robbery all their 
lives long, without knowing it.« If I believed it I should belicvie that they have 
no consciences to be reached. I should give them up in despair. But what 
mean, Sir, those loaded pistols, under the pillow ? What mean those nightly 
patrols? those vigilance Committee ! ? these threats of violence and blood ? They 
prove. Sir, the oppressor is a man, t^ii h the conscience of a. man, and not the 
mere animal his apologist would muke him, less capable of moral culture than 
the slave ! 

I protest, Sir, against this ca?ul<)try, because it disarms the truth of its native 
power. Let facts be consulted on this point. I can give you one incident. Sir, 
deserving a place among the experiments, which ought to be n^de and registered 
preparatoryto that inductive moral philosophy, which should have found, ere this, 
a place among the Sciences. I know of the man, Sir, remotely connected with 
slave-holding, who confimenced the reading of Channing with intense interest. 
Nothing before had succeeded ui riveting bis attention. His high esteem for Dr. 
Channip" "^rbade him to pass his book unread. The Chapters on «« Property " 
and on Aights ' were full of arrows which went through his soul. As he read 
the " Evils of Slavery " his spirit withered. In one of the coldest days in Jan- 
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tinry lio nought l opcutodly tho doora and windows for the frosU nir, and roaumcd 
hirt rending Willi a pulo cliccU. But mnrlt, Sir. Wlion ho came to tho Chiiptor 
of *' Kxi)liuiutionH " iind luariicd iiow tho niiiiior could hcdivorccd from hit* Bin, or 
riithcr, how thoro could bo robbery without ii robbor, hi« color cmno iiguin. Ho 
concluded his fo'outhorn frioudu wore in u Iogh dungorous nnd guilty condition tlinn 
ho hud auppoHod. He uiudo liiumolf quiot, und tho luat stuto of that man ia 
worse than tho fiisl;. 

Thitt ia tho practioiil oflbct Sir, of tho fuHtidiouH decorum of which I hnvo 
been Bpeiiking. A decorum. which reconciles tho Church to u carcnss of rotton- 
n«s3, which binds tho earth in tho atrong bands of sin, und bids her lio atocped ui 
hur?Min lilood. Thii; is tho decorum which ao benecchingly invites tho frionda of 
tho Ami Slavery cause to cut adrift from the consoriou?, tho vituperative, and ox- 
ceedingly indecorous and ungentlomanly Wjlham Lloyd G\nniBON. 

I stand not hero, Mr. President, as tho apologist, or ns tho eulogist of any man, 
and certainly it does not appear to nio that the fair fame of our friend Garrison re- 
quires either eulogy or apology at my hands. Another generation of men, not 
ours, will write his epitaph, and whether it bo written or not, mutters little to him 
or to vs. 15ut <ho work. Sir, in which we are engaged, requires us to estimate, 
correctly the instruments with which we are laboring, and the laborers with ^ 
whom wo associate, And I wish, Sir, to say that the Liberator and JVilliam 
Lloyd Garrison are auxiliaries, which the cause cannot spare and of whose aid 
we should be vviso, more eflectually and more extensively to avail ourselves. I 
say not that they are faultless. I know of no, faultless human instruments. But 
I do say that by fur the greater i^art of the complaints urged against them would 
never have been nttered by a Bunyan.a Baxter, or a Paul — would never have 
been conceived, but for the fastidious decorum of this age of hypocrisy and crime. 
, My mind runs back, Sir, to nearly seven years ago, when 1 used to walk with 
our friend Garrison across yonder Common, and to converse on the great enter- 
prize for which we are now met. The work, then, was all future. It existed 
only in tho ardent prayer and the fixed resolves. How rapid nnd wonderful have 
been the developments of the last seven years ! They flit before me like a con- 
fused shadow. But I have a distinct impression of the coarse of William Lloyd 
Garrison. Never, for a moment, amid the smoke and dust of the battle has hia 
path been obscured or dubious. Whoever else has half wavered or faultered, it 
was not he. Whoever else has, for a moment, mistaken the standard of dark-r 
ness for the banner of light, it was not he. Whoever else has tinwariiy pointed 
our pursuing legions to the wrong track, it has seldom, if ever, been be. 

I said. Sir, the cause needed the « Liberator ' of Mr. Garrison. Yet I appre- 
ciate the advantages to be derived from the circulation of periodicala emanating 
from an official sQurce, speakingin the name of the great National Society, and 
moving with dignified and solemn pace. They can be prepared^ with delibera- 
tion, they can be guarded by joint counsel. They CKn be confidingly circulated by 
many, perhaps among" many, with whom the work of a lone individual , would 
fiud less favor. I rejoice that our caiise is supplied with these aids, But I knor? 
too, the mighty power of the individual as he stands braced in his self-collected 
strength, fresh from the mount of coniuiunion, and asking counsel only of, his 
God. The eloquont Channing has not overdrawn the picture. fTc knov?, Mr. 
President, if he did not, where we may place our eyes on the original of that 
picture, or one who justly may claim the portrait ; and! trust we shall show hy 
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onrmannor of ufling tho power of nfliliatod aoaocintion, tlmt itcnnbo wioldcd with« 
OQt tho dootruction of porsonnl idonty or tho anniliilation of indivdunl indcpond- 
enoo mid onorgy. 

The tuak of mch an Editor, Mr. Preaidont, is nn urduonfi nnd a thniiltlcHS one. 
Hu must uhinld his fiiondn Uy movements, for which thoy will be Buro to ronBuro 
hiiri. IIo iHuat b;»vo tho cauao by tho very blows, from which tho nppnrentiy ju- 
dicious will anticipnto its unnihiliition. Ho must stand on un cniincnco Horn 
whonco ho can aoo what other men cunnot Bcc ; he muBt be eyes to tho blind, 
whose wunt of eye-flight will lend thorn to muUo war upon their bcncfuctor. Ho 
must rouse men from their dnngorou.s sleep, who, while they begin to see men n» 
trees wulUing, will murmur becuusolhey are waked, nnd instead of tlNuiUing their 
deliverer, find fault with the rudcncHB that di^tuibed them, nnd aHsumo to give di- 
rections, when they should bo beginning to learn. To such nn Editor, defeat is 
dingrnco ns well as diBCOinfiiure ; and the nntioipntion of success is tho anticipa- 
tion of the period when he must be forgotten, and the triumph be led forward by 
more popular nnd courtly lenders. 

Alone on his wutch tower he must survey tho whole field of tho conflict with 
a glance that comprehends the universo — - yet ho is expected to exphire eveTy cor- 
ner of it with the precision that would analyze u mole-hill ! As tho countless 
forma of deception nnd sin plu/ around him, he ni\;st adjust his blow and poise 
hia nini. If he strikeH one moment too soon, he strikes the empty i<pace to which 
bis ndverimry bus .lol quite arrived. If a moment too late, the Demon has pass- 
ed on. u^id seized its prey, or hiiM ascended- perchance, the sacred desk, trans- 
formed to nn angel of light ! He must strike with his whole strength, or ho will 
fail of thorough execution. The blow must he levelled wiih the accuracy that 
w^ould dissect a feather, or the monster will be missed ; or else — alas ! alas ! 
what ia far worse, some good man, yes ! some Buipnssingly good man will be 
making dolefully wry faces on account of hia poor toes or fingers, which were, 
very inmicentltf and "prudently " concealed beneath the snaky fiilds 1 

I said, Mr. Pre^^ident, the Liberator should be supported. But what is support } 
Let me tell yon, t^ir, wiiut it is not. I Iiave hud some experience in these mut- 
ters. The support of a paper iii no{ to subscribe nnd never think of paying till 
some one calls for the money, at an expense of collection amounting to more than 
the profits. It ia not to tax a publisher with postage which should be paid 
try the sabscriber. 

The adequate sttpport of a paper devoted to the work of reform can never bo 
found in its subscription list. Men do not pay av.;ny money for the means of 
changing their own opinions, still loss, fur the reproof of their own sins. Ex- 
perience teaches that I'emperance papers must he supported, as a tract circulation 
is supported, by the gratuities of the fiiend^of the cause. The " Emancipator " 
and " Human Rights " are now circulated in this way, and I see no reason why 
the Liberator should not be circulated in the same manner. Its being published 
by an individual instead of a isociety sliould make no diflererice, for it ia not pub- 
lished for private emolument. At least 2,500 dollars shonid be raised the present 
year for this purpose. And SOU dollars I am persuaded, can be raised in Uhods 
Island. 

The exigencies of our country, Mr. President, if I mistake not, require a vast 
increase of effort, immediate, vigorous effort, if she is to be saved from-destruction. 
1 know it is common to praise our great achievments and anticipate our glorionv 
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proflpocta. But I havo novor learned to do it, and thorcforo cnnnot bo a popular 
nnnivcraiiry sponkcr. Mr. ProHidciit, 1 cannot roiid the tokens of Jur rininggront- 
nosfl. I do not ihuadocyphur the bigna of tlio pnHsing tiinoB. I aeo, and rojoico 
to BOO tho progroaa of our IBiblc, Tract, iind IMisaioniiry Bociotifl», our Sunday 
Sclioola, our Tomporanco, and Pence, (ind Moriil Reform, and Anli-Slnvery cf- 
fortfl. Had it not been for these, wo ahould hnvo boon shipwrecked htng ago. 
And yot, for fivo and twenty years, Mr. Prcaidont, havo I watched with aching 
heart and unxioua eye, the retrograde movetnont of our republic. ^ — yea ! llotro- 
gndo ! Wliut ? amid nil our glorioun inxtitutionn and cheering refornia ? — Yoa, 
Bir ! Retrograde ! Do not the Secretariea of the Minaion, Tract, and Education 
Boarda aaauro ua that the incroaao of population ia outrunning thu inoreuae of 
ovangelicul inatruction ? That the march of the man of sin ia unchecked ? Do 
not our rocorda of increasing Crimea aaauro us, that vice and heathcniam are gain- 
ing ground ? And, Mr. President, when the words of Washington, of JofrerNon,'of 
Franklin, of Rush, and of Pinckney, cannot be repeated without the cry of ** fa- 
naticism," and the threat of disunion and blood ; when Faneuil Wall becomea the 
cradle of slavery, are we not udmoniahed air, tbiit Liberty, as well us intelligence 
and virtue, ore on the wane. 

' But how ia this ? methinks I hear some ono inquiring ! — How ia it that we 
can be going backwnrds, with all this rapid and visible movement onwardu 7 
Do we not see the improvements that are making every day ? Do we not murk: 
the progress that is making, week by week ? llow is all this ? 

I will tell you hovy it is, Mr. President. It ia when the stately ship cuts 
through the water, at the rale of four miles an hour, while the under current 
is carrying the whole bpdy of the ocean, ship and all, backwarda,. six miles an 
hour ! 

Mr. President, were you ever entering the straits of Malacca, eastward bound, 
towards the c'ose of the south-west Monsoon, just na it was dying away, to 
be succeeded by a six months' blast from the oorth-east — dead ahead ? 

i have. Sir, and well do I remember that intense anxiety and peril. How 
anxiously did we watch the lingering winds ! How sedulously spread the (Lovr- 
tag sail I How solicitously mark our progress through the rippling waves t 
\Vhen the customary time had elapsed, we began to look out for the high moun- 
tains of Q,ueda ahead, when hark ! the mau aloft cries out " Land ho I ! ' t'tom. 
the quarter deck comes the Instant response — " Where-away ? " (i. e. in 
what direction ?) " Astern, Sir ! " — Astern ? " — " Ay, SL^, Astern ! Di- 
rectly over the larboard quarter." — " What land can there be in that direetiou ? 
— Hand up the chart" A moment's glance decides the mystery. Itistho 
Nicobar Islands, and with all our cheering progress through the water, instead of 
having crossed the Straits of Malacca, we had been drifting back into the baj of 
Bengal I The coral reefs were but a little distance from as, wbiere many a gallaot- 
bark had laid her bones. The favorable monsoon was whispering its lost o^hs. 
Oar passage through the straits mast be speedily oecarecl, or oar best^resort ms a. 
six months anchorage groand, or a cirouitous voyage through the Sontbera and 
Pacific Oceans twenty thoasaod miles instead of five hundred, to the gojt of 
onr destination ! 

Such, Sir, ia the precise condition of onr ebip of state, onr bark olT mora! xs> 
form, whea our wise pilots are exclaiming ~ " Too fast ! Take caro ! Voa im 
going too fast I " , 
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Too fust ? Mr. Prosdont. UnloRB wo cnn go fii.stor tlmn wo Imvo yd (lono, we 
must Boon tuko up tho Inmontiition — " Tho hurvcHt is past, tho Huiiunor la ended, 
and our work ia not dono ! *' 

Seriously, Mr. Prosidont, I know not wliiit calculnlionn otliors nro mnking, but 
I expect tho i\«xt six or twelve months will docido tho dcatiny of our Republic ; 
and nothing but tho most gigantic and unprecedented eliovts can avail us anything. 
Somo poopio seem to suppose tho crisis has already passed, that tho day of mobti 
ban gone by, and that thoro is no danger of despotic legislation against freedom 
ofspooch and of tho press. Thoro is a little respite, at tho present moment, I 
know, and wo ought to improve it ; there is a temporary calm, and wo should 
prepare for tho tempest it betokens ! If I mistake not, Sir, tho uristocroey of 
this nation, at the North and at tho South, are concentrating their energies for 
Buch a struggle with/ree<io?n, ns the world has never yet witnessed. Never, Sir, 
was tho cause of uhivorsalMespotisrn called upon to make such an onset before. 
She ^la contended with bayonets and bruto force, and on that battle ground. Sir, 
she is at home. But never. Sir, since the days of Moses and Aaron, has she 
been thus challenged by moral power, by the breath of almighty truth, to such 
a contest. Will she surrender at discretion ? No, Sir ! Gog and Magog are al- 
ready marshalliilg their legions. Just at this crisis, they hardly know where to 
ticgin. They are calling on each other to take tho lead. The South calls upon 
the North. Congress is looking to State Authorities, the States to Congress, and 
mob law is resting on her oars to S3e whether statute law will do her despotic 
work more effectually. If so, well. If not, she rushes lilce tho famished lioness 
to her prey. 

Mark me. Sir, though no son of a prophet, 1 predict there will yet be a fearful 
«&brt to crush the liberties of this people by legislation. Our literary, theological, 
and political giants are not furbishing their steel and mastering their armies for 
nothing. Tho trial will be made, unless foreclosed by (heir sudden and simulta- 
neous exposure oefore the entire people. This is the work that is needed now. 
If it is not proraptly done, the people will sleep on, till their chains are riveted, 
and despotism established on her throne. Or if this effort should fail — if legisla- 
tion should not succeed — then. Sir, some six or twelve months hence, unless 
discomfited by our broad flash of pure light, entering into every dark crevice of 
our land, the combined forces of aristocracy and anarchy will be let loose again — 
not in the mere boy's play of hurling rotten eggs and brick-bats — not in the mere 
predatory skirmishes of southern Lynch law ; but in that nameless development 
of wtich the annals of the world afford no parallel before the records of which 
the bloody story of the fir6t Freinch Revolution will become stale and insipid — 
in a word, by that unprecedented catastrophe, for which the unprecedented bless- 
ings and coiraptlons of this nation have for so long a period been ripening her ! 

Mr. President, what are abolition'sts doing? What are they expecting ? Ia 
it by less than the Levitical tidie of income ? Ts it by two or three days' labor, 
or rather amusement, in the course of the coming year, that they can save them- 
selves, their country, their posterity, their liberties, and the cause of holy freedom 
oh the earth? No, Sir ! They have, not begun to understand the crisis, nor 
their responsibilities — no, nor even their personal interests. We stand. Sir, 
^bere John Hancock aiid John Adams stood, when they signed the Declaration 
we have now sighed, of inalienable human rights ! We stand. Sir, as they 
did, with a price upon onr heads, and the baiter preparing for our necks, nulusa 
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we succeed, nnd tliiit apecdily. Thoy pledged tlioir Hvob, their fortunoB, and thoir 
Bucrcd lionor. Wo niuat do llio same, Sir. And it nmst not bo ii " more flouriHliof 
riiotoric." The pledge inuHt bo piut of the price ! Wliiit shall it profit n inun. 
to Buvc hia wo: > -md Ioho Iuh own lilo ? or hia liberty, which jg dearer than life ? 

To roHuino lIuHlrution I jimt irtod, Sir, — Wo are entering upon the criflia 
of our voyage. Iio narrow pasdngo ia before U8 — tho hidden slioals arc around 
nnd bcneatli ua. Dark ecudH are lowering on tho horizon. Tho coral groves are 
just under oui Btr.rn. Tho Monnoon of freedom, enjoyed by our fathers, Bccms dying 
away. Our suilt) are aproad — we are rippling the water. But the currents, Sir, 
how flot tho currents? Tho landmarltH, where arc they ? Aye, Sir, tho land- 
marks ! The syren song is, you aro going too fast." Alas, Sir, you are not 
going half fafet enough ! Shake out every reef. Stretch every rag of canvass. 
Lhsh tho watchman to tho mast-head. Look out for tho land astern, lest the 
voyage be lost, and ages of darkness and tempests intorvone, before the setting ia 
of another favorable Monsoon. 

Rev. C. P. Grosvenor introduced, and ably advocated the follow- 
ing resolution. 

Itcsolvcd, That the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, having incurred groat 
expense, and being now deeply in debt, in consequence of its great exertions in 
the cause of abolition, we recommend to auxiliary Societies and other friends 
of the cause, to contribute liberally in aid of its funds — and that a collection 
be now taken and a subscription be now opened, for this purpose. 

This resolution was sustained also by S. E. Sewall, Esq. of this 
city, Geo. Russell of Kingston, and Isaac Winslow of Danvers, each 
in a strain of remark, which evinced a spirit ready to spend and be 
spent in a cause, to which they were asking others to contribute. 
In consequence of this appeal, a contribution was immediately gath- 
ered of $105 in cash, and in subscriptions amounting to $1045 for 
the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, and $75 dollars for the 
Liberator. - ^ 

The following resolutions were then offered and supported in a 
short, impressive speech by Dr. Sylvanus Brown. 

Resolved, That the members of this Convention consider their sentiments as 
abolitionists to be in strict conformity with the spirit and precept of the Gospel, 
and that as such we believe it is our religious duty to propagate them, and to 
pray for their universal extension and success. 

Resolved, That it is tho duty of this Convention and of all true and consis- 
tent abolitionists to ascribe their success to God — and peculiarly at this time 
it is our duty and privilege with thanksgiving and prause to say, hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us. ' 

Resolved, That relying on God for wisdom, strength and guidance, we will 
unitedly and individually implore his Omnipotent help, to eradicate Slavery 
from our beloved country — in the full belief of that gracious promise, that every 
plaiit that our Heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up. 

Rev. Orange Scott then introduced the follo'wing resolution, which 

was adopted unanimously. 

Resolved, That we, mark with grateful reverence the exemple set before us 
by the philanthropists' of Britain respecting the abolition of Slavery, and report 
' to them, with hearts deeply penetrated, the faithfulness and success of the no- 
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bip spirtta thoy imvo aont, to our aid ) and tlint in vinw of tliis ontirc awaltcnod 
country, rouspd by Goorjjo TliompRon to a knowlcdire of iln olicrlahod enniify 
to CMnaiioipatinn, wo owe to liiiu, and tlioso who <friuiUid hia nid tit our rciqueHl, 
to bo nioro nnd more ftiillifiil to tlie c:<.uso, to wliiolt iio sacrifiuud uU liiti porduiml 
interests at llio linznrd of liia life. 

Mr. Presidknt : — 

Great Britain hna truly aot us a noblo oxninplo. Slio Una abolished slavery 
throughout her donkiniono. She has loiirncd thut colored men huvo souls — that 
colored men liiivo rights. An net of the British Parliament, which took oiTect 
on tho Iflt of August, 1834, created, in a single day, eight hundred thousand Brit- 
ish citizens ! yes sir, eight hundred thousand goods and chattels changed into in- 
telligent beings, claiming and enjoying, the rights of citizcoR ! A relic only of 
by-gone dark ages remains — tho, six years apprenticeship system, to f)re7>«re 
the slaves for fype(io,n. But, sir, while the light of these apprenticeship Isl.ands 
may be compared to the stars of heaven, Antigua and Bermuda, where emanci- 
pation was immediate and unconditional , shine forth with the splendor of tho 
sun at noon day, showing us, incontrovcrtibly, that immediate emancipation is 
safest and best. And wo cannot believe, that the British Parliament will sufier 
the apprenticeship system to continue through the six years. 

We find it very convenient, Mr. President, apologize for tho present race of 
man-stoalers, by saying slavery was imposed upon U3 when we were British colo- 
nies. But when England repents of her sins and washes out her stains, and then 
sends her eloquent I'hompson to lecture us on the evils of slavery, and stir us up 
to repentance, we shrink from the light which makes manifest, and cry out *' for- 
eign emissary !'* We love our sins too well to be willing to accept of any aid, 
foreign or domestic, in getting rid of them. Mr. Thompson, however, has been 
signally instrumental in waking up our country. Wo had long been under the in- 
fluence of a deadly lethargy — but the charm is broken. There is now an ex- 
citement through the whole length and breadth of the land. Eve y eye and every 
ear is open. The spirit of inquiry has gone forth. The ab ^litionists and their 
opponents have accomplished one object, which they have bid in view from the 
beginning, that is, to wake np public attention to the subjr ct of slavery. The 
rights of the colored man are now everywhere discussed and though in most 
instances, but one side of the subject is presented, yet better so than not at all. 
Slavery cannot be touched, pro or con, without making abolitionists. Let us have 
anything but dead silence. Our opponents are well aware that abolitionism is 
the certain result of discussion. And, therefore, to hush us to silence, they 
thnnder and storm — they agitate the subject to put it to rest. 

The visit of our beloved brother Thompson, in connection with other means, 
has called forth (not created) the enmity, of slaveholders and their apologists, to 
emancipation. It existed before ; but tho abolition hook has drawn out this 
Leviathan. 

Mr. President, the abolition field is the world-— sad Mr. Thompson is still in 
that field. His voice shall still be heard — his influence shall sdll be felt Eng- 
Jand keeps up this disdnssion, and will till the last slave is free ! 

It has been tauntingly said, that Mr. Thompson, in his mission to this country, 
^as supported by a society of ladies. This circumstance. Sir, gives additional 
importance to that mission. The ladies were among the most efficient advocates 
of tbesafieringslave inEkigland. And, indeed, they generally tdke the lead in 
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ovory good work. Who stood by tho cross of Chriflt when ho waa crrtoificd, 
nftor tlio most of liis disciploa hnd forsook him and (lod ? Two tooincn. Who 
woro (irM nt his nopulciiru, on tiio morn of his resurrection i Women. And' 
womon, Sir, are constittUionally ubolitionista. Wo aro not ashamed to nc- 
ktiowlcdgo tluU tiio wnnn n and children arc with m. Let uh secure tho co- 
operation of tiio ladies, and tliu gentleiiion will not bo far in tlio rear. 

And now, r-ir, vviiat have the abolitiunista done ? or rather, in tho words of 
Henry Clay, " wliat have tliuy not done ? Col. Benton says tiioy have put back 
omancipaion fifty years ! Jndecd ! A set of " uddlc-hciided fools" who are in- 
capable of doing either good ir linrt, have put back oiiiancipation fifty yoaro ! 
But this seems to irnply that tliero waa some advance towards emancipation — 
if so, in what did it consist ? Siavehotdcrs tell us they never intend to emanci- 
pate their slaves — that they liavo the same objections to eniancipalion, however 
remote, as to immediate. How then could the abolitionists put that buck fifty 
years, which is never to take place 7 Why, Sir, before half of fifty years nro 
gone, every slave in our country will bo as fieo as Col. Benton ! 

" But why," it is often asked, «' do you discuss the subject of slavery in the 
North? There aro no slaves here." So it seems we must not discusi the ques- 
tion in tho North, because there are no slaves here — nor in the South, because 
there are slaves there. And the conclusion is, it must not be discussed all. 
But, Sir, slavery will never be abolished, except by violent means, till the sub- 
ject shall have been generally discussed, and that discussion, must, as a matter of 
course, commence in the North. So far from being permitted to go to the South 
in person, even our publications are Lynched, ere they reach their place of des- 
tination Northern discussion is, at present, the ON1.Y remedy. I know not 
that any-other has been proposed or thought of. It is pretty generally admitted 
on all sides, that colonization can never free our country from slavery — unit 
those who oppose discus.'<ion, propose nothing as a substitute. We are tlien to 
choose between somethins; and nothing. We have seen the effect of tho dis- 
cussion of the slave question in England, and we never will give it np here till 
Bomething better' is proposed. 

Sir, slavery as a sin against God and the rights of humanity — and this ia a 
Bufficient reason for discussing it anywhere and everywhere. The principle 
tliat one man can hold property in another, is a wicked principle, under nil cir> 
cumstances and in all places. The principle, the thing itself, ia tho same in the 
hands of a minister, church member, or infidel. No hands, no circumstances 
can a inctify it, or make it good. It is evil, only evil, and that continually. Sla- 
very has been driven by the abolitionists into every nook and corner, till finally^ 
as tl)e4ast resort, it has taken refuge in the Bible — and there we are willing to 
meet it. By that book let it be tried, and by that it shall stand or fall. 

Slavery, Air. President, is a national sin, and, therefore, we discus it in; the 
North. It exists under the jurisdiction of the Generdl Government. We hold 
the same relation to the sin of slavery in the District of Columbia and in the Ter- 
ritories, as the Southern States do. Northern Representatiyea and Senators malt e 
a part of that Congress, which must abolish slavery in those places, if it be evei: 
abolished. But, Sir, I must stop. My heart is full. I shnnld be glad to say 
more, but the lateness of the hour precludes further remarks from me. The day 
star of freedom has arisen. The light of universal emancipation dawns upoo 
our land, and upon tho world. The redemption of millioos draws nigh. . A 
national jubilee is at hand ! 
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For w«nt, of time the foUowinff resolution Wfts nlao oflorod nnd 
pasacd without eliciting any romiirlta, by Saniuol Norris of Sulisbury. 

Iteaolvcd, Tliiit tliiH Oonvoniion iiij^lily npnrovo ol' ll»o oirnnlntioii of tho 
Jinli'Sltwcrii Mlmanac, and ruoonnnciKl to nil tliouo wlio Hynipalliixo willi tlio 
oppioBaod yictiimi of sliivory, to UHBiat in Bcuttoririfj it au wicloly uo posaiblo. 

Adopted. 

Rev. Mr. Storra of Concord, N. II., ofTcred tho following, and in 
a few minutes raid much that was worth preserving. 

Itisolvcd, Tlint, innHnuich na tho flaihj practice of ^ibolitioniats oufjht to bear 
in every posniblo way upon tliia aiibjecl, wo reoominond tho oHtabliuhmont as 
Boon m luireafturniiiy bo, of ii freo InbnrHloro in Boston, which »hnll nupply tho 
aiixiliiiry SocielicH throughout tho Sluto with tho moans of supplying such stores 
in the vicinity of eaclj society. 

By Rev. J, V. Ilimcs of Boston, 

Resulted, TImt freedom of Hpooch and freedom of tho proaa, being tho only 
euro foundiitions of free institutions, tlio recent attempts throughout our coun- 
try to prevent and interrupt the meetings, and suppress the publications of abo- 
litionists, by lawltiRs violence, ought to be looked on with horror and alarm by 
every friend of his country, ot liberty, and of the human race. 

The audience then ros&and united in singing, to the tune of Old 

Hundred — • 

" From all that dwell below tho allies," &c. 



The following ingenimis disquisition upon the Constitution was 
ofiFered to the meeting on the afternoon of the 20th, in the course of 
the debate, which arose u ion the resolution offered by the Rev. H. 
C. Wright. We wish the argument of the gentleman on the other 
side had b^en also furnished us for publication. 

Mr. PnESlDENT, — 

Since the opponents of our cause seem determined to dishonor the Constitu- 
tution of our country, by escribing to it so foul a doctrine as the righteousness 
of slavery, I must esteem it of grent importance to vindicate the Constitution 
from such reproach. We ought, first oi^ all, to determine what the Constitu- 
tion is; and 1 conceive it to consist first and essentially in principles, and sec- 
ondly, in the form of government. I am not ignorant that the propensity is prev- 
alent to consider and speak of that part of the Constitution, which is the mere 
form of our government, as the entire Constitution: but I know that a body 
without a soul is not a man, and that a /or m of government, without the prirt' 
ciples on which the government is to be administered, is a political Corpse. 

Every government is based on some principles, and in a Republic those prin- 
ciples ought to be recorded and annunciated, or (here can be no stability, and 
the people must be in darkness and be liable to any abuses^ which unprincipled 
rulers may impose on them, through such false constructions of constitutional 
provisions as may suit the purposes of tyranny. The people, in a republic, are 
the. interpreters of the Constitution, which they themselves have framed. In 
order that, from generation 'to generation, tho people may have some clear, 
fixed, unalterable standard, by wh:".h they may interpret the provisions of .their 
Constitution, sonje fundamental principles must be agreed on and published to 
be perpetually kept before the minds of the whole community. Shall tho gov- 
ernment always be administered on principles of righteousness ? Then those 
principles must be settled at the beginning. . 

The notion is monstrous, that the interpretation of the Constitution is sub- 
mitted to any one man, or to any legislature or court, absolutely and exclusive- 
ly. This would give to that individual or that body of men, a power as mighty 

ERRATUM. 

• ^Ta u '^^l °^ should have 

inserted as the author of the disquisition on the Constitution 



65 



ond OB dnnjrorouH aa wao over UHurpcd by ninglo or nrintooratio dcHpotiam. In 
tliiu republic, tho right and the duty of itilinprotntion in every where — in the 
Supreme Court — in tiie Pronident — in uach houHo of Congreiis — in tlio Slate 
GovnriunentH, and in every citi/en. All Ihiiijie net uh cheuku and bnluncoo on 
• each other, no that tlio error nf one may be coriec.tcd by the judgincnt ofothenj. 
Herein liea our uecurity. Withirtit tluH \v<! have no Kccurity. And now. to aid 
and guide the wholu to u right interpietalion, woli-ck'lined principIoB niUBt bo 
laid at the foundation. 'Thin wan done in tiio DfolaratidU of liulependenee. 
To ohow that I am not in error here, i need only adduce ihe univermil piaclico 
of reading that document, or ro-dechuing its principles on every iburth oi" July. 
This is not done for tiio purpose of annually URserling our indejnindence of 
Great Britain. Such an annual act would long before now have become lidic- 
idous in the extreme. Aa well iniglit the man of oixly celebrate the anniver- 
sary of his freedom which he attained at twenty-one. A worliiier motive tlian ^ 
thiB promptts the nation to review the principlus of ri^lilcoua and rightful liber- 
ty, every year. It ia to keep in view und to trauBUiit to poBtenly thoKO great, 
foundation, vital principles of our ConBlitulion — those prmcipli-a which wnpart 
to the /«n« of our government all its life, and eneigy, and btnbility. Accord- 
ingly, the following portion of llio Declaration has usually been rend with pecu- 
liar empiinsis, jttnd heard with thrilling inteirst. We hold these Irulhs to be 
self-evident, tliat uU vtcn are created equal ; that they are end*>wed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable lights; that among these are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these rights, governments are insti- 
tuted among men, deriving their just powers from the consentof the governed ; 
that, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these enda, it 
is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a now govern- 
ment, laying its foundation on such principles, und organizing its powers in 
such form ns to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness." 
This portion of the Declaration contains precisely the view 1 am now taking of 
our government. " To institute a new government, laying its foundation on 
Bucii principles, and organizing its powers in such form," &c. Principles and 
form. Our fathers saw that to organize in " form " without " principles," would 
be creating a body without life. They, therefore, annunciated to the world, tho 
principles on which tliey intended to erect the politicil edifice. And, inasmuch 
as their purpose was not to rear a Bubpl,nor to establish a government < f rapine 
and wrong, they sought out and laid down those principles, which weie settled 
as righteous — as " self-evident truths," a'^d on these they declan d they would 
build the government. And who, of the present generation, will avow him- 
self ignorant of " self-evident truths? " or who will bo defame the memory of 
the worthy dead as to impute to tlie fathers of our country the hypocrisy of 
avowing as " self-evident" such " truths " as they did avow, and then, in the 
eye of the world and of God, prantically disavow these same " self-evident 
truths," by insinuating into the " form " of government, which they " organ- 
ized " principles by themselves and everywhere and eternally known to be an- 
tagonist to thosejust avowed by themselves.'' That those, who impute to the 
frarrers of the Constitution such dupliiMty, may, in some instances, not be 
aware how they tarnish the moral character of such men as Washington, and 
Franklin, and King, and Sherman, and Langdon, and their associates, 1 ikust 
admit, though it is difficult ; but no greater infamy can well be conceived, than 
that these men, some of them, Sherman, Franklin, and othets, being signers of 
the Declatation in 1776, should in 1788 set their names to any instrument, which 
was intended to wrest from a portion of the »' all men created equal and endowed 
by their Creator with the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness," should .^et their names to any instrument intended to wrest from 
, them all these very rights, and to place in the hands of tyrants a " guaranty " to 
withhold them by a nation's consent and a nation's power, and to inflict on the 
subjects of such oppression, at will, I do not say all those punishments, for it is 
absurd to speak of punishme/it without a crime, but to inflict on Ihem all those 
sufferings to which pride, avarice, and passion may prompt the holders of abso- 
lute, irresponsible authority. The slaves are " men " and the " unalienable 
ri^ts of all men " can with no more justice bo denied them than any other men. 
ovA I have not yet done with the principles on which our venerated fathers 
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founded tlufl Ronublio, Thoso brond principles nro, indeed, oxprcsBcd by tliom 
in few words. Bo the Savior of the world declared tlio croat ConBtitulional 

Iririjipies of tbo govorniiiont of God in few words; "Thou nhnlt love the 
lOrd thy Gdtl witu all tiiy heart, and lliou tiljalt love Ihy neighbor as tijyaolf. 
On ihoUti two ci/»wft)ini(liiJ3nla (foimdatiori principles,) Imw ulltho law and tlio 
prcpheta." ICvery urticlo mid clause in the' form of tlio divlno jrovernment is 
to bo ii^terproted in accordance witii these two great principles ; nnd as, no in- 
terpreted, tii« law of God cannot admit of, but condemns oppression among 
men, in other words cannot admit of, but condemns slavery, the most enormous 
and flagitious of all opprcasjion ; so neither can tlio constitution of this nation, 
interpreted as it ougiit to bo, in accordance w th the great principles of right, 
contained in the nation's own Bill of Rights, or taken as part and parcel ol tho 
whole goven^ment — the wliole constitution, ombrocing principles and form — 
admit of, but condemns all oppression, above all, slavery, compared with 
> which all oppression, whicii can be measured by dollars and cents, becomes 
li'^ht as uir. Tlie people will so intcrpiet their Constitution, and correct the 
errors which havo heon stealing their way almost unobserved into the counsels 
of tho nation. As one of the people, I am bound in patriotism so to interpret 
the Ctmstitution of my countiy. 

Slavery exists, I know, and I blush to know, under both National and State 
Laws; but that it harmonizes with the principles of this nation's government 
— that it is constitutional, 1 deny, and thousands before me have denied. Eve- 
ry' man has denied it, who has ever admitted that slavery is inconsistent with 
the nation's Bill of Rights, for by the principles of that Bill of Rights it is 
evinced too clearly for a school-boy to misunderstand, that this government is 
not constitutionally, though it may bo practically, a slaveholding government. 
Mark the words 1 have already quoted. Lot me call up ogain a phrase or two, 
which may have been passed over with too little regard to the full impoit. Af- 
ter declaring " that all men are created equal, and are endowed by tneir Crea- 
tor with the unalienable rights of life and liberty, and»the pursuit of happiness, 
the framers of the government add, that to secure these rights — mark it — 
to secure, not to create, nor to trample into tho dust, these rights, governments 
are instituted among men, deriving their jucf powers from the consent" (not a 
a consent coerced, of course,) the free, cheerful consent of the governed. Our 
fathers being the judges, therefore, if any powers had been by the provisions of 
the form of government conferred on one class of the people, to take away or 
to withhold these rights of life and liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, those 
powers would have oeen U7ijust. Again hear the framers of the government, 
" whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends," viz. 
the securing to the governed of the rights specified, " it is the right of the peo- 
ple, the governed; to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government, . 
laying its foundatioh on such principle, and organizing its powers m sucliform 
as to them (the people, tlie governed) shall seem most likely to effect their safe- 
ty and bappint'ss." The slaves are a part of "the governed," here spoken of 
by our fathers, and what are we taught respecting their rights? Who be- 
lieves it possible that the very men who, " appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
thg. -world, for the rectitude of their intentions," declared these to be the prin- 
ciples of the government they intended to form, would or did, while thus under 
eoiemn oath, dare introduce into the provisions of the Constitution any " guar- 
anty " or any thing like a guaranty to any man or to any State for wresting 
from any portion of " the people'' to be " governed " all those very " rights" 
for the security of which all "just" govornroents are established, and which 
" the governed " have " the right " to assert by subverting, "throwing off," 
the oppressive government, and instituting another ? If they had inserted any 
such guaranty in the form of government they instituted, their own avowed 
rinciples would be a Sre to burn out the incongruous and iniquitous article, 
ow covertly soever the "leprous spot" had been worded in upon the body 
politic. 

But, though mahy of our opponents acknowledge the glaring inconsistencv 
of slavery v^ith the " principles " of the government, as contained in tlie Bill 
of Rights, they still contend that the Constitution does contain provisions, 
tvbich amoant to a guaranty for slave-holding in three or four clauses, and, 
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thoroforo, wo must uubmit or destroy tho Conulitution. Bo Gov. McDufiio^ot 
South Carolina, who in his McBoago a year ngo called " tho Constitution a mis- 
orablo inooltory of tattered und blotted parchment," and averred tluit the South 
must seek a better guaranty for retaining tiioir property in human beings tl»an 
is found in it, this yuurchuina tliat " Slavery is tlio corner slono of our ilepubli- 
^ 'can edifice." And how widely do they dilfcr from him, who tell us that, if wo 
toucli slavery wo sliall destroy tlio Union ? Tlicso last, perhaps, find more of 
Boinething like a " guaranty " in the Constitution, tlian even the keon-oyod 
McDuflio. Three or four limes allusion at least is made to slavery, , First, in 
the article which provides for tho apportionment of Ilcptcsontatives and direct 
taxes. Secondly, in the article which provides for the reclaiming of a person 
hold to service or labor in one State escaping into anotiier State. Tlurdly, in 
tiie article rcspc^cting tiio immigration or in>poriation of foreigners. Fourthly, 
and triumphantly, in tho article touching roHcrved rights. In opoosition to all 
this, I aver that tiiore is no word or phrase in the tJonstitution of tl>e United 
Stales, which necessarily signifies or implies the idea of slavery, so that no al- 
teration of the Constitution would be at all needful, if slavery vVere abolished 
to-day. No definition, suiting the condition of a slave, is found in it. Nothing 
is said of men owned or held as tho property of others. " All other persons 
•—•' a person held to service or labor to be reclaimed by the party to whom such 
service or labor may bo due " — " persona;immigrating or imported to this coun- 
try " — are phrases entirely consistent with tho idea of freedom in ail of the 
" persons " spoken of. For, in law, slaves arc" not persons but " propenty — 
goods and chattels — chattels personal." 

Much reliance is placed, also, on tho phrase — " person held to service or 
labor." But an apprentice is such a "j;crsore," held to service or labor, while 
he is neither " property," nor " goods and chattels." 

In regard to " reserved rights, I need oijly say that if the right (the wrong') 
of holding " m6n as property " is reserved to the States, because the Constitu- 
tion does not in its provisions take such a right into the hands of the United 
States, I may claim for the States the reserved light of robbery, on the grouhd 
that this right is not claimed by the Constitution of the United States. 

My only object has been, in these remarks, to show that there is nothmw in 
the language of the Constitution which implies any guaranty for slave-holding. 
Most certainly there is not a word in the Constitution which confers on Con- 
gress the power of enacting slave laws ; and yet Congress has/jresuTned to enact 
such laws. Are these laws constitutional ? certainly not, and any citizen of the 
United States has the constitutional right to prove thero to be so ; for freedom 
of speech and of the press is expressly established by that Constitution, and by 
the Constitutions of the several States, which right, no patriot or christian will 
surrender, but with his life. 

But again, it is said that the provisions of the Constitution have been con- 
strued to contain a recognition of the right of slave-holding. This I shall not 
deny. Both the laws of Congress, and the Constitutions and laws of several 
of the States, undoubtedly, so construe the Constitution. But the question to be 
answered at this point is — Is such construction to be taken as proof that slave- 
ry is guarantied by the Constitution ? Is any Constitution to be interpreted by 



any article of the Constitution is established by law, and not whether a law ia 
constitutional ? But I am not aware that such is the usual mode of treating the 
Constitution. I have supposed, and have I labored under a mistake P I nave 
aapposed tliat laws are to be tested by their agreement or disagreement with the 
Constitution ; and not the Constitution by any laws enacted under it. The 
good old order of things has been reversed, or a law is to be approved or con- 
demned as it is found to be constitutional or unconstitutional, and each provision 
of the Constitution is to bo interpreted by the principles contained in the Bill of 
Rights ; in other words, any construction put upon an article of the Constitu- 
tion is to be sustained or rejected as it makes that article harmonize or conflict 
with the principles of the government as contained in tho Bill of Rights. 

Shall I be met here with adenial that the Declaration of Independence contains 
the Nation's Bill of Rights, or the principles on which our government is found- 




If so, we ought to ask whether 
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Pd f If BO, it might bo suflioicnt to lioar tho doniiil wiIIj oilcnco nnd with nimmo 
for, tho objt'ctor. Mat, in thia <!itBo, 1 iniiy aiiHWor acoordinpr to tho folly of tho 
obj(\ctor, that 1 inny rcprovt it by ,i Hiinplo rcforoticii to tho fact, to whicii I Imvo 
ftlrondy nlludcd, th»tiiiinually,(in tiie foiulh of .Inly, it hiiH bcon tho prnctico 
throughoni tiio nation, froni ilH birth, to rclii arsn the Doclaration of Indcpend- 
chco, for" tile jmrpoHO of rorit'Hhiu^r tiic infrnorion of tho people with tho great 
fundamontidprindpleH on which tho povornncnt iH erected, thiil every man 
may bo reminded of the Hound and solid foundation of our Republican edifirc, 
arid, keeping them as tho apple of tho eye, may liold them up in holy defiance 
of all political aspiranta, who may be diapoaod to elevate themaelveB ut the cx- 
penao of tho righta of olhora. In doing tiiia, we have profcaacd not to bo m- 
premoly aelfiah. We have hoped to (buo tiie thrones of foreign deapotiam sub- 
verted by theao principles of right. We have thundered tlieni in tho ours of all 
nations, till tho earth rang ngaiii. Thia ia the noine that ye iiove heard for more 
thanhalf a century. Wo have aympathizod with tho valiant Pulea and strug- 
gling Grooks, and it was our principlea of indepcndc-nce which prompted such 
Bympathy. But must we forget the application of these ptinciples to tho cruelly 
oppressed in our own country Must we bow with reverential awo, or rather 
with recreant servility, before the haughty " thi one of iniquity," erected on 
the bodies' and souls — the moat precious rights — tiie groans and tears of mill- 
ions of oiir own fellow-citizens, thousands of thcrn being of the posterity " of 
that generation of Americans, who resisted unto blood the principles and tho 
impositionu of tyrants, and establiuhcd tlus republic " to secure to themselves 
and to their post f.ritif, tho blessings of Liberty ? " 

Shall 've refrain from making application of Ihe holy principles, which our 
fathers derived directly from the oracles of God, and made the basis of this gov- 
ernment, and which they expected their cliildrcn would as fearlessly apply to 
the form of government, under which they placed them as they applied the 
cannon-shot to the strong holds of tiieir oppressors ? Shall we refrain from do- 
ing this, under a cowering, anrvile fear of giving offence to any class of men ? 
1b the fear — the high authority of God himself to be d.sregarded, and its place 
■in our hearts supplied with tho fear and quaking of the liypocrite? For hypoc- 
risy it must be — hypocrisy, foul and damning as posse.sseu the heart of judas 
~to »»rcfc;3s the holding of the righteous, heaven-derived principles of the Bill 
of Rights, MoHle in our works we deny them. 

Let the nation retract her pretensions to all political piety, and rescind her 
declaration of those holy principles, and stiind out before God and mankind the 
unblushing advocate of despotism, the object of Jehovsh's wrath and of the 
world's scorn, — or honestly apply those principles to every provision of her 
Constitution — that it may be purified of all the pollution, which has been im- 
posed on it, and stand forth to the eyes of all nations, as the most righteous and 
best of all Constitutions, and to the eye of Ilim, who made all men equal, and 
endowed them with the rights of life, liberty , and the pursuit of happiness, as a 
worthy transcript of His own holy constitution of government. 

The starting'of objections "ik" those 1 have noticed, strongly indicates the 
weakness of the cause in which they originate. If slavery be capable of de- 
fence by the Constitution interpreted by the principles, which lie at the founda- 
tion of the governmenty. iet its advocates manfully meet us in argument on that 
ground. Why do they not It is there every great questior of government 
must be settled, or remain unsettled. And is it patriotism •' is it honor ? is it 
worthy of Americans to perpetuate the present unsettled state of things ? Let 
there oe decision that we may have peace, which can never be enjoyed, while 
the nation is like the troubled sea, which cannot rest. 
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Groton A. 8. .Society 11,75 

Gilbert Timolliy 20,00 

Gregg William 9,00 

(Jrogg Daniel 20,00 

Gill Perez 20,00 

Hersey Lewis 1,00 

Hill Sumner 1,00 

Hill Coil verso 1,00 

Holton J. F. 3,00 

Hendiuo Pliillis i5 

Himos J. V. by Boston Ladies 15,00 
Haverhill Ladies for Rov. Mr. Perry ISjOO 
«« «« Rev. Mr. Plummer 15,00 

Hole Euaobius 1,00 

Hilton J. T. 4,00 

Holl Rov. Robert B. 5,00 

Hollia Thomas 5,00 

HigginsonD. 5,00 

Hinckley Albert 2,00 

Holman J. W. 1,00 

Hadlcy friends 5,00 

Hollia John 3d , 50 

Hayward Wm. H. 25.00 

Holliaton A. S. Society 13,99 

Hildreth Charles T. 20,00 

Haverhill A. S. Society 50,00 

Jackson Francis 85,00 

Jackson Edmund 20,00 

Kingston Ladies for A. Jackson 15,00 

Keith Royal 1,00 

Kingsbury Benj. 1,00 

Kimball Moses 20,00 

Kimball John S. 25.00 

Libboy Tristam 1,00 

Libbey Daniel 1,00 

Lincoln James 1,00 

LovellRev. Mr. 2,00 

Loring Ellis Gray 100,00 

Little C. G. 1,00 

Lane A. A. 2,00 

Lewis J. W. 2,00 

Lady of Leicester 3,00 

Lynn A. 8. Society 100,00 

Lynn Female A. S. Society 30,00 

Medway West, fiiends in 10,50 

Morrill James 2,00 

Middleboro' A. S. Society 12,62. 

Milbury A. 8. Society 18,00 

Macomber I. 10,00 

New Bedford Friends 77,50 

Newburyport A. 8. Society 50,00 

Noyes Mr. of W. Newbury 2,00 

Odiorno Ed. G. 1.00 

Oliver James P- 1,00 

Oakes William 30,00 

Perry Gardner B. 1,00 

Parlin Sarah 1|50 
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rioliolt Aftroh 

riiwtiioUot Delogtition 

Priilt Edwnnl 

I'litDnm JoBSd 

I'of'O Jonliua 

Friiico J. 

Toolioily Albort 

PurinRtoi) J P. 

Fhilbrick t?nmuol 

pduriin PnmucI 

I'rlclielt 13. C. 

I'lymoiitli Co. A. S. Society 

I'lvmoulli FudncU 

Prutl A. O. 

I'riUt Lucy 

rnr^or Lucy 

Ito!il?inii Jofloph 

Kimni'll Goorgo 

nnymond J. 

Rosors John 

Robinson Tliomfto T. 

Romllnn Contribuliono 

Rotcb Willi'im . 

Reading Fomulo A. 0. Society 

Robinson John 

Rending, a Irinnd In 

Ripley Rev. Mr. of Mnrahnold 

Rending South A. S. Society 

Robicmon Andrew 

Pmith Stephen 

Snlom Kt. A. S. Society 

Sewall Joseph 

gcituatc North A. ». S. 

Blow Buron by Boston ladies 

Stranger nt t;onvention 

Sanger Abncr 

Shipley Mrs. S. G. 

Sullivan John 



1,Q0 
7,(10 

10,00 
1,00 
S,00 
1,00 
J, 00 
2,00 

01,00 
50 
1,00 

eoiflo 

30,00 
.i,00 
1,00 
3,00 
1,00 
3,00 
5,00 
1,00 
•1,00 
15,48 
100,00 
,34 50 
2,00 
1.00 
1,00 
20.00 
100,00 
1,00 
103,00 
15,00 
1.50 
15,00 
1000,00 
5,00 
2,00 
19,00 



Wnowdon Snmuol 
Shorn Aziirinh 
Piminonli flinrlo* 
Pnnford Lultn A. 
Bonthwick Edward 
Southwick Joncph 
Sandwich A. S. Hnoioty 
Sciluato A. S. Society 
Sunginvo Edvynrd 
Hewnll Snmunl B. 
'I'linraton Nntlinninl 
Tliomnd Dniiiul 
Taunton A. S. Society 
Union A. S. Society 
Vermont A. S Society 
Wnlkcr Amnsa 
Waldocli James 
'A utson Eliza 
W'oodbridao 'I'liomao 
Winslow Nathan 
Willistoii Snmuol 
Winslow a. H. 
WoMon Miss A. 

VVdslon Miss D. 

White James O. 

Waters A. 11. 

t^'ilsnn David 

Wukcfiold Wniiam Jr. 

Whittier J. G. 

Wnldock Mrs. N. 

Whipple P. B. 

Wright II. 0. 

Whiting Marcus 

Wronthnm friends 

WillFon H. 

Withinpton T. S. 

Winslow Isaac 

WorcosiorCo. Worth Society 
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LIFE MEMBERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 



JOHN KENRICK," Nowlorij Maoo. 
PjllNCE FARMER, Salem, Mubs. 
JOHN RKMOND, do. 
CllAaL£3 S'I'U ART, England. 
tJEOROli THOMPSON, do. 
EDWARD S. ABDY, d". 
SAMIJKL E SEW ALL, Boston. 
DANIEL GREGG, do. 
CHARLfiS C. J3ARRY, do. 
ELLIS GRAY LORING.do. 
JAMES C. ODIORNE. do. 
ISAAC KNAl'P, do. 
W.H, H. HAYM ARD, do. 
INCaEASE GILBEaT, 4o. 
Rov. E. M. P. WELLS, do. 
Wm. LLOYD OA RRISON, do. 
BENJAMIN C. BACON, dp. 
Rov. HKNRY JON' S, Cabot, Vt. 
Rev. D. T. KIM BALL, Ipswich, Mass. 
Dr. I. KITTRIDGE, Beverly. 
Dr; C. T. HlLDRIiTH, Boaton. 
SILAS OSBORN. 
WILLIAM OAKES, Ipswich, Mass. 
EBENEZER DOLE, Hallowell, Mo. 
JOHN TAYLOR, Bath, Mo. 
EDWARD SOUTH WICK, Danvets. 
JOSEPH TILLSON, Boston. 
PHINEAS WHEELER. 
Mr^. GEO. THOMPSON, England. 
Mra-GALVIN PHiLLEQ. 
Mrs. AMOS. A. PHELPS, Bostcin. 
Mrs. INCREASE GILBERT, do. 
Mrs. S. H.WINSLOW, Portland, Me. 
MiB. C; WINSLOW, do. 
Mrs. J. 0. SMITH, Bost m. 
Miss SUSAN PAUL, Boston. 
Wm. ROTCH, Jr. New-Bedford. 
ANDREW ROBINSON, do. 
"Deceased. 



Dr. C. POLLEN, Milton. 
Rov. GEO. B. CH EEV ER, Salem. 
Rov. C P. GROSVENOR, do. 
JOSEPH SKWALL, Esq. Bontpn. 
FRANCIS JACKSON, Esq. do. 
Rov. HENRY C. WRIGHT, do. 
JOHN SULLIVAN, Jo. , 

PEREZ GILL, do. 

D. CHUTE, do. 
JOHN S. KIMBALL, do. 
MARCUS WHITING, do. 
TI.MOTHY GILBERT, do. 
Rev. BARON STOW, do. 
Rev. J. V. HIMES, do. 
JOSEPH GOUTHWICK, do. 
AMASA WALK.-.R, do. 
JOHN 0 SMITH, do. 
EDMUND JACKSON, do, 
WILLIAM CARLETON, do. 
GEO B. EMERSON, do, ; 
I. S. WITHINGTON, do. 
HENRY CHAPMAN, do- 
SAMUEL PHILBRICK, BrobUine. 
ISAAC WINSLOW, Danvera. 

W. FARNSWORTH, Roxbury. , 
Rev. A. JACKSON, Kingston 

E. L. CAPRON, Uxbiidge. 
MOSES BROWN, Providence, R. L 
Rev. G. B. PERRY, Bradf6rd, Mass. 
Rev. E: SEAG RAVE, Attleborough. 
Rev. JOTHAM HORTON, Lynn. 
Rev. P. R. RUSSELL, do. 
RICHARD CLAPP, Dorchester. 
Rev. J W. CROSS, Boxboro'. 

A. F. BOSTON. 
S. H. WINSLOW, Portland. 
ANGELINA E. GRIMKE, Phils. 
ELIZA WATSON, Boston. 



HONORARY MEMBERS. 



ARTHUR TAPPAN, New-York. 
Wa; RAWLE. Philadelphia. 
Rev. S. J. MAY, Brooklyn, Ct 
Rev. S. S. JOCELYN, M. Haven, Ct. 
Rev. GEO BOURNE, New-York. 
Hon. S. CRAFTS, Craftsbury, Vt. 
Hon. A. CLARK, Danville, Vt. 
Rev. W.A CHAPIN, Craftsbury, Vt. 
H. MERRILL, Esq. Peacharn, Vt. 
MOSES BROWN, Providence, R. I. 
Rev. O. S. MURRAY, Otwell, Vt. 
5. RIDGWAY, Staffordshire, Eng. 
• Deceased. 



WILLIAM RIDGWAY. England. 

JOSIAH WEDGWOOD, . do. 

Capt. C. STUART, do. 

JOSEPH PHILLIPS, do. 

Wm. WILBERFORCE,* do. 

THOMAS CLARKSCN, do. 

HE^RY NEWMAN, do. 

Wm. CRAWFORD, do. 

EDWARD S. ABDY, do. 

GEO. THOMPSON, Esq. do. 

DAVID L. CHILD, Esq. ' 
Rev. AMOS A. PHELPS. 



